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SET SSETES 


| . To the right Honoura- 


ble the L. Sheffeild, Lord Licuctenant,and 
' L.Prefadent. Sir The. Hetkith, S, ſohn Benet 
Knights. Charles Hales, R. William, Cut» 
bert Pepper,lohn Ferne,Eſquires, andthe 
reſt of bis Maieflies FHon,( onncell, eſtabli» 
ſhed in the North parts, and vnder his 
Highnes the bigheftl Patrons of E- 
quitie : Grace and peace 
| from leſma Chriſt, 


TEZAJ'ght Honourable and W. 

: ow famous in all writers 

v7} the yeare Eightic eight, and 

NF] how fatall it was made by 

PA all the old and later Con- 

=> jecturers, is not ynknown 

to any of you: but how the iſſue anſwered 

the cxpeRation, I ſee not, ſaue only in that 

notable ouerthrow of the enemies of god, 

the Papiſts : whereupon our reuerend |. 

2 countreyman, and Chriſts Champion jTol. 
for England, faid very well : 

0 ttogefimrea oft av, mirabilis anm 
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Clade P j 7; fanſiuns whis Pls. 
But if cuer yeare deſcrue to be famous in 
Engliſh Chronicles, it is this yeare, I can» 
not ell whether I ſhould ſay 1602, or 
1603 : wherein, whether Gods anger was 
more, taking from vs ſuch a Queene( (as 
for ought I reade Jthe world neucr haa: or 
his mercie, in giuing vs ſuch aKiog, as 
England nener had ; I leauc it to better | 
headsto be determined. How isthe name Þ| 
of our God to be magnified, by whole 
mercie {o great a oſle i Is made no loſle, 
but a gaine vnto vs*for who ſceth not, that 
all her Princely vertues , doe not on]y liue 
in him, but are alſo in him(beeing 3 man) 
more perfef and accomphſht. Shee is 
dead, but her Heroicall zeale and Jouve to 
Religion i is aline 3; Thee bequeathed it with 
her kingdome to his Highneſle , who 
doubtleſſe will make both: her | Religi- 
of, and her Kinzdome, to flouriſh ; as 
much more,as a mandoth excell a womi. 
And who knoweth not, that the enemies 
of our Religion,and our peace, (notwith» 
Nanding all their politik d&:ſ[embled brags 
tothe contrarie) doe finde his Maieſtic A 
little for their purpoſe , that now they 
would fing a thouſand Maſles to haue 


er alive againe,againſt whom they thun- 


— 
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T he Epiflle Dedicatorie. "* 


dred out ® ſo many Curſes and Excom- > Pig tf 
munications , and after whoſe blood they xxmsgt 
ſo thirlted whilſt ſhee lined: what ſtraights Fr 
are they driuen 1ato? who would wiſh her '% 
aliue againe,at whoſe hands{though a wo- 6 
man )they neuer gained, nor got one inch | 
of ground in 44 yeares; though nine or Paulus 
ten Popes,and 10000 of their flaucs,wra- tis 5 | 
{Hed with her all the while, with all the Gregor 
power , and policie, craft , and trecherie, y;, Sis 5'l h 
which the Deuill could lens them. Nay, Gregor 
her end was as glorious as her beginning, Ionccertþ | 
and her laſt Proclamation 2yainſt them, 
was more to their ſhame, and leſſeto their 
comfort, then cuer any,in her life before: 
and fo fate was (hee, from allowing them 
a Toleration, of their intolerablereligion, 
in herold, andthierefore weakeſt age, as 
that it neuer centred into her royall heart: 
nor cucr thought ſhee it worthic to be 
made aqueſtion , whether it ſhould beor 
no; No, ſhee halted not betwixt two reli- 
gions : : but to her Baal was Belial: &ther- ,xing.,s 
fore (hee baniſht him; and God was the 
Lord,and therefore ſhee ſerued him. Shee 
was reſolued that Dagon mult downe, if ..$am.;.3 
Gods Arke ſtand; or elsif Dagon ſtand, Vil 
the Arke muſt away. For both together 


cannot « an vpright. Shes held that as, 
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 T he Eriflle Dedicatorie. 


when the enemies themſelues brought the 
Arke into Dagons temple, Dagon fell 
downe: ſo if the Iſraelites ſhould haue ad- 
mitted Dagonmto Gods temple, that the 
Lord himſelte would have remooucd his 
Arketrom them//Bleſſed was ſhee in her 
life, & twiſe bleſſed im/her end; ſheloſt not 
her firſt loue, and her works were more at 
the laſt , then at the firſt : and bleſſed are 
we that enioyed' her fo long : and more 
bleſled, who vnder her enioyed ſuch 44 
yeares, as all the bookes1n the world can- 
not ſhew ynder a waman : but molt bleſ- 
ſed of all, in that after ſuch a Dauid , God 
hath ſent vs fuch a Salomon, after ſuch a 
woman, {uch a man, after ſuch a Queene, 
ſuch a King, whe will make an cnde of 
many a loab, and mary a Shimei, which 
ſhee could not ſo well doc, and finiſh that 
Temple which hee fo well begance : and 
who (I doubt not to afhrme.1t) doe the 
Dcuill, and the craftic Papiſt, all they can, c 
1s the chicte Champion of Chi:it lefus b 
ypon the face of the earth. 

And hoiw happie a yeare ſhall this be, if 
the loſſes which learning hath ſgſtained 
þc as well recompenced. /anixs ot Leiden, 
7 offaine of Heilderbery , Perkins of Cand«.,. 


bride, haps this year bipraken from, 
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18 Epiſtle Deareatorie. 
befides many other , of inferiour notes 
happic ſhould thoſe three famous Voi» 
uerſzties be, if the like were ſeated in their 
roemes. Let vs leauec the firſt, to the lows» 
cr, the ſecond to the higher Germanie,to 
praiſe them, to Jament ; Tk , and to maks 
ſupply for them. Itis the third who eſpeci» 
ally concerneth vs: what loſſe the Church 
of God,and in the Church, England: and 
in the Church of England, the Miniſtery; 
and in the Miniſteric, the Vniperſnies: & 
in the Vniuerſitics, the younger ſtudents 
haue ſuſtained by the yotimely death of 
that Renercnd man , I thinkeis not vn- "i 
knowne to any of you. For how ſhould he | 
be vaknown to any (of any note) in Eng Fi 
land;whoſe name and eſtimation 15s fuchin | | 
other nati6s,as that at one * Mart we find, * 94} 
that in one halfe yeare, two of Þ his books b cahollf 
were tranſlatedinto Latine, &foure were nil 
were printed beyond the ſeas, The beſt re» de vit.\ 
compence ofthis lofle,is the fruit of his la« *'999* 
bours , which he hath left behind him, 
whereof ſome were written by himſclfe, 
and others taken by other men from his 
mouthzall which, atleaſt ſo many of them At 
as mpy be perfefted,there is hope we ſhall 1 mit 
4atin einioy, Had not /ohan. ZBadeys , and £2 Alb 
Teavifians done fo to Calvin:Us- ll 


. 've Epiſtle Dearcatorie, 
* Pr Theodoris, Toh, Frederi , and Tufts 
| tio. Jonas done {o to Luther , many worthy 
q2 workes of thole two greatinſtrumentsof | 
God had vtiterly perithed : and had not 
ſome done foto this worthy mi, no doube | 
many ſweet blaſts of that filuer trumpet | 
of Gog, bad vaniſhed away. For my part, | 
though time be pretious vnto me other- 
wales, yet thinke I that time.well ſpent, | 
which L may beltowe in preparing to the 
Preſle,any thing of his. This diſcourſe of 
Equitie now made readie, as a child borne 
after his fathers death, I preſent to yeur 
| Honourable viewe and patronage. If any 
aske why I dare tender ſo {malla gift,to fo 
great perſonages , my onely anf{wet 1s, I 
makethe ladges of Equitie, the Patrons | 
of Equitic. God graunt you a long and 
Honourable {tate, vnder our worthy Sa- | 
lomon. Amer, From my {tudic, Sept. 
x0. 1603, 


Your Honours, and 
Worſhips i the 
Lord: 


V, Craſhawe. 


Ss Ww OY. YT. 0-8 


To the Chriſtian Rea- 


aer whoſocuer. 

- 

| IA) Doe here preſent wnto 

7 FS Ho 

MSN) thee, (Chriſtian brother) 

[ ka ſmall ai ſcour ſe of Equi- 

; WRT 11,9eLinered by —_ 

| — VR full labourer in the harueſt 

of God, Mr, william Perkins, in 4 fewe 

Lettures,The at ſcour ſe is litle and briefs, 

| butthe matter is pithie, and the Uſe pro- 

fitable.Equitie ana Chriſtian moder ation 

l whether publike or private, is the true 


badge of Chriſtianitie . Without publike 
Equitie, what is the court of Tuſtice, but 
#urned into the ſeate of Imquitie? awd 
\ pit bout priuaze Equity,wbat is means fe, 


Tothec Reader. 


den cuppe* Art thou therfore a Magiſtrate? 
here is taught thee, howe to a: [charge 
thy place , in the execution of the 
lawes, as ſhall neither be vnbe [ecming 
the lenitic of 4 Chriſtian,nor the [enerit 'y 
of a Magiſtrate. Art thou a private man? 
here is tauzht thee howe to carrie thy 
felfe,in a'l dealing and bargaining with 
enother : howe to demeane thy ſelfe to- 
wards thy wife, thy ſergant , thy child, thy 
friend, thy neighbour in ſuch manner,as 
if thou haalt all the comforts andcontent- 
ments of this rarth,yet the prafiiſe here- 
of, ſhall make them all ten times more 
comfortable : and the want bereof .ſoall 
gurne a'l their ſweetneſſe into gall and 
wormewood. y ben therefcre thou readeft 
8h:s little booke and mithall, (laying it to 
gby life) aveſt fiaae the truth of it in thy 
gour ſe + conuer [ation,then acknowledge 
the ſpirit of God in this holy man, (whe 
wow ſleepes in peace praiſe God jor = 
A 


fameve ſocietie y neighbourhood , nay 
friendſhip, nay kinared, nay marriace it 
ſelfe,but enen «potion of poy ſon in a got- 


with thy holy prajers, that wee may ſtill 
goe forward in this good worke, of publiſh- 
ing the ſe his godly labours: andin cline- 
ring out tothe church of God the ſe Iewels, 
which the Lord from his mouth , gane 13 
$0 keepe,not for our owne , but for the com: 


207 good, 


, 


Thy brother in 
Chriſt Teſus, 


- W.C. 


be waile his loſe andhelpe me andothert hy | | 


Philip. 4.. 5. 

Let your moderation of mind. | 
be knowne toall men: the Lord = 
is. atand, - 


He Apoſtle in this chapter; 
Hgiucs ſundry exhortations, to 
[many Chriſtianduries. In the: 


2.and3-t 
ſpirituall ioy inthe Lord, 
In this g.verfe-heexhorrerh.rothe vertge; 
of Equitie , or moderation of minde. Our- | 
Engliſh traoflations commonly read itthus. 

as op pee nyreyro 47 
whiich chough it betruly and well ſaid, yet: _\Iif 
geen ry en "i 
Wa At name it 


IE: — ——_ 


| natute and force of the wordes, I rather 
f chuſe to readir thus: Ler four equitie of mo- 
der ation of mind be knowne ore. 


| the whole Churchgo 4 prattiſe of Equity. 
| Apoſtle focarneſtly cxhorteth, is,a' worthy 


The wordes containe 2, partes» 
r. An exhorcation » Lef your equitie be 


| knowne to all men. 2. An excellent reaton 
* to enforce it: the Lord is at hand 


Thedcift and ſcope of the exhortation is, 
to perſwade the Phitti pians , and in them 


Now this £quitie, whereymo the holy 


chriſtian vertue, focxcellent, as the carcfull 


praCtile thereof, isthe marrow and ſtreogrh: 


of acommon weale, and where te is, there 
cannot but be peace, and comentment in all 
eſtates : and {o neceflarie : as withon the 
pradtiſcsfir,no houſe, famike,, , Cit 
tie, common-welth, kingdome, or Church 
canſhagdorcominue- Indeed a kingdome 
maybe eſtabliſhed by force and armes, by 
viglence anderuchiie: : but ircannorſtand or 
comiciue, without this cquitie, and chriſtian 


moderation betwixeman and man, Nay ci- 


man 


"fk —— ————— 
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tian and man'cannor continue, voles one F 
matrycild to an other. Ina word, there can- | 
be no peace in tamilies-no foundnor laſting Þ 
lone, berwixt man & wife, nor any comfor- þ 
table"quiernes, where one doth nor yeild ro i 
the ocher, and one beare with an other in $ 
many things. And if it be ſo in marriage, 
which is the neereſt contunftion, and the | 
moſt excellent and perfeR focicrie, which is: i 
inthis world:rhen is it rhch mote true, itn | 
all other ſocicries of men , that thete an be | 
ho peace,no chriſtian/neighbour-hood, no | 
true frendſhip,vnles one beare with another, 
and orc towards another docarry himſelte, | 
in'an cuco and moderate courſe, | 
 Sceivg rherefore this is fo neceffary and | 
excellent a vcriue4T have purpoledto fpeake if 
ofic.at large . Ler vs' then examine theſe | 
wo points t.the nature ofit, 2. the kindesof || 
it, KIA 

"For the firſi;Chriſlian Equitie; ts a tare 
and extellent wertue , whereby\men w/e 4 


frue mean, andan moaes ation,in afl | | 
thrir affuives and dealings with men, for the || 


mint eining of inltice ana pre ſervation.of ||| 
— > #444 i 
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| peace. This Itaketobethe true deſcription 
1 of the generall nature of this vertue : and 
herein, Firſt, I ſay it is a verfue, which 18 

| converſant about praiſing of a moderati» | 
* on,inallour courſes and dealings with mem, | 
| For we mencan yſc no meane nor modera- 
' tion with Gad, but if we do cuill, it is all to 


| gaine,cquiticand moderation, 15 to be per= |: 


|| ingficth and bloud, and tull of infirmitis, 


much, and if we do good, itisall to little: A* |}; 


tormed of Godtowardes men, and not of | 
mentowatdes God. For if men deale not & | 
qually towardes God,the fault is theirs and 
not his, Godis not worſe for it; but it God 
dealt not modcratcly with men: the world 
wouldnotlaſt one houre, And laſlly. where 
thereare no faults, there is no forgiuenes: 
whereno infirmitics, there needes no mo- 
deration: but in God there is no want, no | 
errour,no imperfeQtion : but his love, his | 
mercy, and his workes of loue and mercy 
towardes mankind, atd to his Church cſpe- | 
cially ,are moſt pertcQ, .therctore there 
needes no moderation, nor forbearance 


towardes God, but towardes men , who bc 


_ — — 


vertue, as it ſerues to maintaine two other 


(from which regeneration it ſelfe dothnot F; 
fully free vs)do therfore ſtand in need of this 
ycrtue, to be praftiſed amongeſt them: cls 
their ſocietic and fellowſhip cannot endure. 
And further, all men in this cafc are alike, and | 
therfore one hath good cauſe, to beare with 
another , The Prince 1s fleſh and bloud as 
well as his ſubicfs: the husbandis fl:ſh and 
bloud, as well as the wife 15; the Paſtor is a 
man as his people and bearers are, Hence it 
followeth, that therefore one is ſubic ro 
infirmities,as well as an other : and therefore 
I conclude, that in all our courſes & dealings 
ofman with maninthis word,cheremuſt be |! 
pratiſed 4 chriſtian moderation. 
Secondly, I fay inthe deſcription, that the 
end of this vertuc, is to mazntaine Iuſtice, 
go pre ſerue peace; which two are the very 
ſinewes and ſtrength, of a Chriſtian kiog- 
dome; for wkere we do not to other men, 
as we would others ſhould doto vs: there z5 
#0 iuſtice. And where we willnot paſſe by 
{mall faultes, and forbearc inficmitics , there 
can be no peace: (uch isthe excellency of this 
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| fuchgfeatand principall vertues, as are eutn 
the harte, and the brajne of the common- 
wealth, namely : Tuſtice and Peace. 

But for the more exaR, and particular 
knowlcdge of the nature of this neceſſaty 
yertue: let vs deſcend to the particular bran- 
ches, and kindes of it, 

Chriſtian Equitie thereforeis cicher pub- 
licke or priuate. 

Pudlicke equztzeis that, which is prafti- 
ſcd in publicke metings and affcrublics of 
men,as in Courts of 1uſtice, Asfifes, Sesftons, 
Counaſclls,Parliments, and ſuch ke, 

Themarter,where about this publicke e- 
qaitie is conuerſant ; 15 rhe right and conuc- 
meat, ana the moderate and diſcrete execw- 
#100 of the lawes of men, 

Lawcs of men,made by lawfull anthortrie, 
according to Gods law, and for the com- 
mon good are, and are to be eficined, bones 
anditzewcs io boidio gether, propprs and 
illersto vpaold ihe common-weakh, and 
all{oczcurs . God therelore hath giuen ta 
Kings, and totheirlawtull deputies: power 
#06 aucarjiic, not anclyio commannd and 

| EXEEUS 
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for the more particular gouernement of if 
theic people, andto hc helpes for the better 
executing of the lawies of God. And alſo to Mi 
annexc a puniſhment and penaltic, to the | 
ſaid lawes : which penalticisto begccording 
tothe qualitie of the fault, greater or leſſe : 
in ſo much that they may in many caſes (if it 
the common good (o require) inflift even I 
death it ſelte, And further God hath ginen | 

theſe goddes vpon earth, a power as to | i 
make theſelawes, and annexe theſe puniſh- | 
ments: ſo alſo ypon mens defaults and brea- | 
ches, hath he given them authoritie to exe- 
cute the law ſo made,and to inflift vpon the 
oftcnder,the puniſhment annexed. 

' Now becaule this point is of great mo» 
ment, in a common wealth : and the true 
knowledge and duc prattile thereof, is the 
glory and bewtic of a kingdome: therefore iſ 
forthe better direQtid herein, both of prince Ii 
and people,magiſtrate and people goucrned: 
[& vs cater further into the conlideration 


A 4 thercof. ji 


thereof. 

Inthe lawes of common-wealthes, two 
thiogsarcto be coolidered,the fight where- 
of wil gigegreatlight, to know more pcr- 
tcCly, what this pub/zcke equztie is. 

Theſe are 1. the extremitic of the law» 2. 
the mittigation ofthelaw, 

Both theſe, arc put into the hand of the 
Magiſtrate by God limlelte, to be ordered 
according to his diſcretion , and as the cir- 
cumſtance requireth; and of them in order. 
The extremitie of the law, is, when any 
law of maniis vrged and executed ſtraightly 
and preciſely, according tothe literall (ere, 
and ſtrict forme af the wordes, and the ex» 
aQtelt meaniog,that can be made our of the 
wordes, without any inanoer of relaxation, 
at thattime,whcn there jsgood and conues 
niet Caule of mitigation, In,regaro of the 
perſon oftcadiog, 

This point cannot, well be expreſſed in 


fc Ww2EC wor ds. 


The principall and moſt mtarerial clauſc-. 


this diſcription of extremes is in thoſe 
wardes. At that time: when there ts inf 


cane 


wv of wat 4 lb I ae 


» -- _ _—_— RR = _ 
CO oe 


z 


e4uſe of mittigation;zn r 
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mirtigation :then it is not called, extremitie: 
but iuſtice of the law : but when there is 
good cauſe, why in a Chriltian corfiderati- 


on of ſome circumſtances, this tuſtice ſhould . 3 


be mitigated, and yet is not , but contrari- 
wiſc is extremely vrged, and preſſed to the 
furtheſt : rhen tt is extremitie. Now this 


extremitic ofthe law, is in this caſe ſo farre 


from iuſtice, as indeed it ts Aut initiſtice. Ang 
herein is the proucrbe truc}, Sammur lus 


ſumma intaria ; that is, the ex-rcmitic of 


the law, is ex:reme iniuric. And of this doth 
the holy ghoſt meane , Eccleſ. 7157. be not 
ower inſt, that is, preſic not iuſtice to farre, 
nor vrge it to extremely in all caſes, leaſt 
ſometimes you make the name of tuſtice, a 
couer for crueltie, 

Now beſides thisthere is a (econd thing ia 
the hand of the Magiſtrate , namely the 9y0* 
arration, relaxation, or mitigation of this 
extremutie: and that 1s, when the proper 
forme ofthe wordes, and the ſtriftelt mea- 
niog of the lay 15 not yrged, and the puniſh. 
TMmcne 


egardof the per ſaw i 
offendeng.For if there be no good cauſe of þ 
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ment preſcribed inthe law, is moderated, or 
Iſſcned,ot deferred,or(it may be) remitted, 
ypon good and ſufficient reaſorzandin ſuch 
cales,as whereof the Jawe ſpeakes not dire- 
Aly,nor the law-maker did purpoſcly aimc 
at. The ground of this mirtigation is,becaule 
nolawe makers becing men, can foreſee, or 
ſer downe all caſcs that may fall out. There- 
fore when the caſe altercth, then muſt the 
diſcrenon of the lawemaker ſhew it (clte, 
and doe that, which the law cannot doe. 
This mitigation is in the hand of the Ma- 
oiſtrate, as well asthe extremitie: nay it is a 
part of his durie as well asthe former:and he 
oft:nds as well,that negleEts to mitigate the 
extremitie, when iuſt occaſion is; as be that 
negleAs to execute the extremitie, when 
there is ncede. Astherefore, he isno way fir 
to bea Iudge, who hath no knowledge, or 
care to executethe lawe : ſo heis but halfe 
a Iudge, who can doc nothing but vrge the 
lawe, and the plaine words of the lawe,and 
is not able alſo, to mittigate therigour of | 
- hou lawe , when ncede fo requireth, 
Phercfore cuery Magiſtrate, is to praftiſe 
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this with 'the other, and not to ſeparate 
thoſe things which God hath ioyned. 

But now leaſt this moderation,and mitti- 
gation of mans lawes,{(which is thepraQiſe 
of publixe cquitic\hould tarne to the main» 
tenance of malctaftors, the aboliſhing of 
lawes, the deſpiling or weakening of autho. 
ritie, {which in thele daics little needeth) we 
muſt therefore nowe remember this cauti- 
on.That there muſt be no mittigation , but 
honeſt , profitable , ana conuenient . Tt any 
man aske, whenis it {o? I anſwer in three 
cales, 

Firt, when the mitigation ſtands with 
thelawe of nature. 

Secondly,when it agreeth with the mo- 
rall lawe,or any part ofthe written word, 

Thicdly,when an inferiour law is oucr- 
ruled or countermanded by a higher lawe. 

In theſe three caſes, the moderation of 
mens lawes.and the mittigation of the puni- 
ſhmenr due,by the extremitie of theſe lawes, 
is honeſt and good,and may atxd oughtto be 
practiſed, 

Bar ifut beconiraric, and not warranted 
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flat iniuſtice,and a manifeſt wrong voto the 
law. 

That the difference of theſe twoythe ex- 
fremitie and mittization , may berter be 
diſcerned, let vs conſider it in ſome exam- 

les. 

a It isthelaw of England, and many other 
countries;that the theife ſhall de. 

Now though the word of God, hath not 
the ſame puniſhment in plaine tearmes : yer 
is the law good and warrantable, as ſhall ap- 
peare inthe ſequell, and I thinke1s doubted 
of by none. 

The drift of this law is, to repreſſe that 
common and generall ſinne of thecuerie, a 
prevailing (inne, as any other , and fo farre 
preuailingzasthe rigour of good lawes is ne- 
cellarily required, for the repreſsing of it: fo 


thatthis lawe was made, for the cutting off || | 


of ſuch rotten members, as doc but corrupt 
others,and of whoſe amendment there isno 
hope. 
Now,ſuppoſe a young boy pinched with 
hunger,cold.and pourrtic,ſtcales meate.ap- 
parcll, 


by ſome of theſe : then that mitrigation is | 
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! parcll, and other thiogs forrelcife, becing 
| prefſedtoit by want,and not having know- 
! ledge,orgrace to vic better meanes : to put = 
| thisperſon todcath,forthis faQte , is the ex- 


tremitie of the law, inrelpeR ofthe circum. 
ſtances of the perſon, who did it, becing a 
childe: 2nd of the end;for which he did itzto 
xeleine his wants, 

Now the moderation inthis caſe is, when 
ypontheſe confiderations,that firſt, he is not 


| anolde,nor a pradtiſed theife:but young and 


corrigibles onethat becing reformed, may 


live long, and prooue a good member in 
| thecommon wealth : and ſecondly, that his 


theft was not hainous, but the things he 
ſtole were of {mall value: and third, that 


| hedid it not vpon amalitious,crucl,and in- 


wvrious intent , but to releine his hunger 
and want. The equitic or moderation, I lay 
inthiscaſc, is not to infitdeath, (for that 
were extremitie,) but to determine a pu- 
niſhrnenr , leſle then death : yet ſuch a one, 


| as ſhall be ſufficient, ro reforme the partie 
| from his finncto puniſh the fault, to rerrifie 
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14 CAFT fe 
others, and to fatiſhe the law. 
Thos in this example,ir apeares manifeſtly 
what this mod-raton is, and what is extre- ÞÞ i: 
mitie, which is contrary to it: andthe fatne Þ| n 
might we (ce tn many more. F: 
a 
g 
n 


Now hauing thus conſidered theſe two to- 
ther,herevpon we may ſee what thispub- 
icke equitic 1s, namely nothing els, but a 
moderation and mittigation of the cxtremi- | f 
tie of a law, vpon honeſt ani conuenicnt |} f 
reaſons, and tn ſuch cafes, as were not di- Þ & 
rely intended in the law. The obſcruation || p 
and duc praQtiſe of this equities the glorie, | h 
credit and honour of all publicke aflernbhes, Þ| y 

| as alstſes, (e{stons and all courts of wllice, and | y 
# without the obſcruation of this when | p 
need is, all that they do isflat intuſtice inthar || n 
caſe. For they lame and maimethe lawegthey || | 
ſulfillbut the one part of the law: for incuc- 
ry lawe there are theſe rm 0 thirges3 the ex | 
tremitie in platn tearmes, andthe mittigati- | 
on implied: and thete two together make | 
the lawe pericft: andthe glory of thelawe, | 
Randesas well in praftiſing of mmigation, | 
as 19 the exccution of extremiticy nay ſome- | 
uns 
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| timeitſtandes ipthe mitigation 
| theextremitie, infomuch as the moderation 


4 s gh 


is then the equitie of the lawe,and the extre- 


| mitic 15 more iniuſtice . And as this is the 


glory of the lawe , ſoisitthe glory of Tudges 
and Magiſtrates, thus to cxecute the Jawes, 


| andto temper them with ſuch diſcretion, as 
| ncitker too much mittigation,do abokſhthe 
| law, nor too much extremitie keane no place 


for mitrigation. Therefore (co makean end 
ofthis point) two ſortes of men are here re- 
proueable.Firſt ſuch men,as by a certain foo- 


| liſh kindofpintic,are fo carried away - that 


would hane nothing but mercy, mercy, and 
would haue all punnifhments, torfattures, 
penalries, cither quite raken away , atid re» 
mitted, or at lealt lefloned, and moderated , 
they wonld alſo have the extremitic of the 
laweexccuted onno man. This is the high 
way to aboliſh lawes, and conſequently to 
pull dowae authoritie, and (o in he cnd to 
open a doreto all contufion,diforder, and to 
all licentiouſnes of lite. But I need not to fay 
much herein, for there are but few that of- 


ſend inthis kind, mans nature becing gene- 


I 


and not in 
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minde;and then a man is w#f# to be a Indge; 


| orelſefrom vaine gloric, and abaſc and af- 


{| #hytobcaludge. 


the very ſcope of this texc, condemnes an- 


| berſome ; that is to ſay , ſich men as 
"208 nothing -in their mouthes , but the 
e, thelaxe: and Inſtice, Iuſtice: in the 
{! meanetime forgerting, that Tuſtice alwaies 
} fhakeshands with her fifter mercie, and that 
8 alllawesallowe amittigation. The cauſes of 
 thisenillarerwo. 

I. The generall corruption of mans na- 


| 

| hardly with other men: asalſo too mildely 
with themſclucs, and partially 1ntheir owne 

| caules. 

=. And ſecondly, for the moſt part, ſach 

mendoe gaine more by lawe, theo by equi« 
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kic-more by cxtremitic, then by maittigatt- 


- a 


rally inclined; rather to crucltie then to mer- 
cic ; This fault proceedeth either from a 
weakenes of witt,, and an cffeminatenes of 


fetcd popularitic, and ſuch a man is v-mor- | 
Butintheſecond place, this dotrine and | 


other fort of men , which are more con- | 


twre,which is alwates readic , to dcale too | 


| 
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6ti: asthe ſouldier liyes berrer by warxe,then 
by peace; and asthe fl:ſh-flie, teedes on the 
wound,that cannot feede on the ſound fl:th: 
fo thele men gaine by law , that whichthey 
canneuer get by cquitic:for equitie and mo- 
dcration breede vmuic,and if all men were at 
ynitie, what ſhould become of chem? but cx+ 
tremitic breeds variance: for {inreafon)one 
extremitic drawes 0 at other, and fo in 
meris variances they are ſet on worke: and 
the more the berter for them. Theſe mer 
therefore, ſticke ſo preciſely on their poinrs, 
and on the very tricks and trifles of thelaw, 
a{(1o the law be kepr,and thar in the very cx» 
rremitie of 1t,) they careno!, though equine 
were troden vnder foote : andrhartlaw may 


raigie ypon the carth, and they by it; they W | 


care not, though metcic rake her to het 
wings,and fie to heauen, Theſe mew/lor all 
their goudly ſheweyare the decayers of out 
eſtare,and enemics toall good goutrnment, 
For though they haue nothing in their 
mourhes,but ſ»ſ#zce, luſt rreand have baniſhs 
ed metcie, yctlerthem know, that Tuſtice 
willaot ſtay where metetc ts not, They are 

ds | om 


| liſters; and goe alwaics hand in hand : they 
| arethetwo pillars,that vphold the throne of 


7 the Prince: as you cannot hold mercy,where 


Iuſtice is baniſhed, ſo cannot you keepe Tu- 
ſtice where mercic is exiled: and as mercic 
without Tuſtice , 1s fooliſh pitie, ſo Iuſtice 
withour mercic,is crucltic. So that asthele 
men haue baniſhed mercie, ſo within a ſhort 
time,theylwill ſend Tuſtice after her,andcru- 
eltic and oppreſsion will come in their 
rooms, which are the yery oucrthrow of all 
eſtaces. 

Theſe men , when they are made praQti- 
fers ofthelaw , Indges, or Magiſtrates ,arc 
tolcarne thisle(ſon, which the holy Ghoft 
here teacheth , Lethour Equitie be knowne to 
allmen: and ct all Magiſtrates thinke it their 
honour, to be counted merciful Indges: let 
them reioyce,as well to ſkew mercic when 
there is caulc, as to execute extremitic when 
there is deſert; and let them labour for that 
Chriſtian wiſdome and diſcretion, wherby 
they maybe ablcto diſcerne » when mercre 


and m/tigation ſhould take place, and when 


extremitie ſhould be executed, If inferiour 
Judges 
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Tudges or Megilienns be negligent herein, 
then Fr wc have recoutſe tothe Price, 
the highelt Indgc on carth, and vnder God 
the firſt fountaine of Iuſtice and metcies 
whoſe care muſt be, that as Iuſticeand mer- 
: cie(not one of i hem, but both together )doe 
z vphold his throne, and faſten the Crowne 


L vpon his head: fo he likewiſe ſee them both 
g maintained» and take order , that inthe cx- 
oo ecution of his owne lawes , there be alwaiey 
ld a roome as well for brcle and mitigation, 
; 8s for Iultice and extremirie. This muſt he 


doc, becau'c his lawes canfot be as Gods 
lawcsarc. Gods lawes are perſetF, and abſo- 
fute,and of (uch an 'vniucrſall rightcoulncs, 
as that at all times, an in all places , they are 
of equall ſtrength» and ot the ſame cquitie in 
all caſes: and therefore are to be execured 
without diſpenſation, relaxatian,or any mi- 
tigation , which cannot be offered vntorke, 
but with i iniurie and violation. But mcng 
lawes, comming trom their owne wits , are 
imperfect, and fo in all caſcs,they doe not 
hold the ſame cquitie, and} therefore muſt 
ncedes be cxccuted with a aticueetnd wiſc 
| IS 4. | a 


F hicition This odd is publike &« 
quitie, and this poblike Equzt#e, is the ſcope 
of thistext, and che duc praftiſe of ic mthe 
exccution of manslawes, is the floric of all 
Chriſtian Commoawealths. 

Hubecto of che firſt andprincipall branch 
of Pablike Equitie. 
 Toprocecde further. As this publike E- 
quitic principallyſtands » in the moderation 
ofthe laws of men; ſo it deſcendsmore {pc 
cially cueto all thepublike aQions of a mans 
life: fo that by the rulc and direQtion of this 
Equitic, thus deſcribed, men may know 
how to "Tarramags, Jin ſhing bonats, 
and taking forfeitares: andhow mcn may | 
with good conſcience, carriethemſeluesin | 
furetychips , tn taking of mes , in letting of | 
leaſes andin all manner of mutuall bargains, | 
betwixt man and man. By vertne of this,a | 
manray ſce how toframe all theſe and ſuch 
like aJions, in ſuch ſort, as hioſelfe (hall 

- Teapecredit,and gaine ynough, & hisneighs 

Þdour heJpe and ſuccour by bim. + 

For in forfcirures of bonds, forfeirnits of 


lands,or leaſes;in oy PS;112 TCatS1N _ 
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and all other dealings of men togither.there 
are theſe rwo things, 

Firſt, the extremitie that is, that which 
thelaw will affoard a man in that cafe: and 
there is ſccondiy, the moderation of the ex- 
1 |! tremitic, vpon good-and conuenient rea- 
| ſons: let vs conlider of themin ſome fewe 
; exampics. 

J A man is bound to another, m an hun- 

| dreth pound,to pay fiftie at aday . The ſame 

| man, not by negligence , but by ſame necele 

| fie, breakes his day ,and afterwards brings 
v |} theprincipalldebr. Now to take the forfer- 
rare, isinthis caſe, extremitie: thopgh the” 

| lwdothyecldit. And if a man ſtand ypon - 
| thiscxtremitie, he deales not bone ly and e- 
gaelly , but hardly and cxtremely with bis 
neighbour :and the law cannot free himin 
this caſe, from manifeſt Iniuſtice. 

Whatis then the #v0d:ratzon inthis caſe 
Euen this, to take thine owne and remitre 
the forfeiture:thereaſon is,becauſe the caule 
& groiid of appointing a forfaiture, was not 
of || for aduantage, but only for the better ſecyri» 
gcot the principal; which fecipg thou haſt, 
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' thou haft that which the law did inted thee. 

' Agaiac,hisbreach was not wiltul, or with 

purpoſe to hurt thee, but againſt his will. It | 

therefore thou beelſt dircAly damnified by 

 hismifiug thy day,(without ail xquiuoca- 

| Trion)then rake thy realonable dammages, | 

out of his forfeiture , if noc, then remitte 

the vyhole fortciturc;and this moderationis | 

publike equitie, And without this, therecan | | 
be no buying nor (clling, borrowing nor | 

fending,berwixtma & man-Sce another cx- | 

ample. One takes alcalc of thee, for yeares, | 

' topaythee (uch arentz& for not paimentof Þ 1 

that rent, his leaſe ro be voide. The poore || : 

man miſſcth his rcar day,nov what ſaith the | 

| 

| 

{ 


lawcfhis leaſc is fortetted, but ro take this ad- 
uantage, is the extremtte of the lawe: the 
moderation is-10 remit the ſame tortciture, 
in patr,or in whole , a5 thou ſhait lee reaſon 
7y, equitte and conlcience : This mater xt i038 
ii thitea[e,Publike equitic , and without 
this,there can be no letting of lands , berwixt 
man-and man. 
. Sofor fines and rents,the lawe ſaith, Thog 
auieſt mate the molt of thine own? , it thou 
{trerch 


} ; ” ; i 


fretch this law as farre as the very wordes 
will bearc,then maicſt thou make ſuck fines { 
and rents , as may grinde the faces of the | 
poore,{o asno man ſhall live vnder thee: but | | 
thus to doe is Exfremitie, and beyond the | If 
| 
| 


, 


S, purpoſe of the lawe. , | 
c || The moaerationinthiscaſe is, not totake 
js | allthoumaiſtger, butſoto fineandreat thy 
n | lands, as hethat takes thern, may live ofth& 
r | Thercaſon of this Jitt/gation 7s , becauſe 


x | enuic and hatred , may often make many |! 

$, men offer more for a farm:,thenir is worth, | 

ft | tocrofle and hurttheirncighbour,orto gee [1 
e | allinto their owne hand . Here therefore, | 
C though the lawe doeth yeild thee all thar, | y 
]- | whichamandocth willingly offer, yer muſt | 
e | thineowneconſcience bea lawe vmothee, || 
& | to make theea moderator of that extremi- |jÞ 
n | ne, ; 


Let theſe three examples ſerue for manys-/ | 
Now in theſc andall other publike dealings | 
berwixtmenin the vworld; a man obſcrues |\if 
Publike equitie, when he dealeth not with 
his ncighbour,according to that extremety, 
which the ſtrickt wordes of the lawe will 

4.4 B 4 beares 
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+ but according to that Xoderation, 
which good con!cicoce requireth; & which 
thelawe it [elfc in ſome catcs doth admit. By 
the knowledge of theſe two, a man that 
hath any conſcience, may lee howe to carrie 
himſclie,in all theſe civill affaires, inan cucn, 
vpright,and _ courſe, and watrrantable 
not onely by the lawe of the land, but cucn 
by the Hook and word of God. 

And I make this diſtinQion of the lawe of 
theland , and the word of God, becauſe we 
are to knowe this for a rule: That every ex. 
aremitiewhich a law in the ftricteſ! acced- 
$on dzetb affoard, is not warrant able to be 
wvrgedby the e word of Ged: and yet notwith: 
| Pandn it is good , congenien;,and requilte, 
that the 5 extreniitic be warranted by the 
lawr becauſe in ſome caſes,it muſt reedes be 
treated The lawcs of men , may ordaine 
and appoint exiremiicy: bur thelaw of God 
mult cell vs, whicn © vrgethem, and w hen 
to. moderate ther : Sothen, whenaman 
takes the extreme, he doeth thatihat is al/ 
wales watTtaitable by :helawe: buitinſone 
caſes, is pot watrantable by Gods word, 
ny #1 
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which commandcth a 4:21:getzom, when 
there 1s 900d reaſon tor it. But he that taketh 3 
the extremtie, when there is no iuſt cauſe 1 


4 
I 


t of mi:1gating it, and againe doth mitigate | 
e | it, whenthereis cauſe, his courſe is not one» 
, ly warrantable by the lawes of men,but cuen |? 
e | bythe lawes of God alfo. For it isthedutie |} 
n | ofcuery Chtiſtian man, to remember in all 


his bargains and dealings,that his manner of 
f | dealiug,muſt noronsly be warramed by the 
F: lawes of the land,but cuen by Gods word al- | 
.. | fo:andthisisrobe knowne and takenfor a 
. generall rule in allthis treatiſe, And hethat 
will duely conſider the true difference of ex=- 


FC 

þ. $remitie and m2deration as they arc here de. | 
ry ſcribed,may fee how to carrie himſellein all 
be | hisdcalings,foasthey may be watrantable: *}} 
be | bothbyour ownelawes , andby the word | 
16 of God: 


»d | - Poretwrnethentothe matter, andto end 
en | thispoint ofpublike <quitie: If any man ſhall 
an/ | obieR , that this moderation is a wrong to- | 
als the lavv : ] an{vwer, it is not: for it1s neither 4+ 4 1} 
11e #ainſt the lawe , nor altogether beſides the © 


1: "Il | Lwvc,but onely befide rhe Hrictteft mea- 
ch ning 


(2s reattſe 

F wing of the awe. Nay it is included in the 
| lawe,as well as the extremitie is though not 

IF | inthe ſame manner : for the exrremirie is 

| warranted by the Jaw,” tgation is but tol- 

 lerared: the lawe allowerh extremitie,but 
ironely admitreth ya mutig ation. So theny 
both extrem/tie and mitigation, are within 
the lawe,bucitis inthe hand principally of 
che Magiſtrate, andin fome caſcs, of other 
men allo,todiltcerne the ſeueral] circumſtan- 
ces, when the one is to be executed, & when 

\ theother:for ſometime one 15 the iuſtice of 
thelawe,and ſometime the other:and accor- 
dipgastheſe two arc iultly and wilcly exc- 
caced or nepleCtzd, fo is the iuſtice of the 
lawe executed or nepleCtcd, 

The want of this cquitic in mens publike 
ations,isthe caulc of much cruclic,opprel- 
fannd inequalitie in dealings betwixt man 
and man: becauſe extremities tor the molt 
part onely regarded, and mtg ation is bant- 
fhcd out of all bargains, And it is impoſsible, 

to keepe good conſcience in tortcitures of 
bonds,and in forfeiture oflands , fureriſhips, 


| Hacs, rents,and ſuch kind of aRions, voleſſe 
there 
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there be duc regard had to the praftiſeof 
this publike cquitie . Men therefore, muſt 
conlider that they are Cariſtians, and live in 
| aChriſtiancommonwealth: And they muſt 
not (tand onely ypon thelawe, and hs ad- 
uantage that the law giues. Asrhey arc men, 


| they bauc a lawe of the countric , whicls } 

F | wmayallowcxtremitic:but as they are Chris | | 

* | flansgtheyliue vaderalaw of Godthe etcr+ || 

. | palllawe, which mult mdge them at the laſt. !'iſ 
1 day:the rightcouslawe, which no creature '' 
F | hall cuer beablero blame of 1niuſtice, ar of |! 

_ | exrremitic: and men muſt know, that God |! 
: himſclie commands this cquitic of one man 

e | | toanother. 


Bur if men, for the feare of God, will not 
e | deale equally and'moatrately,with them that 
* areiin their power: but ſtand ſirictly vpon 
forfcitures and other ' extremities : then 
mult the godly Magiſtrate exerciſe his pos 
[. wcr and by the force of hisauthoritie, cauſe 
then to mingate their extremitie, and to 
put in praCtiſc that equitic which becom= | if 
meth Chriſtians. And let every Iudgeand | 
Magiſtrate knowe, that by the lawe of the 
2" By 


rear ſe 


eucrlaſting God, he not onely may, butis 
| bound thus to doe to them, who will nor 
| docit of them(ſclues. It may be therefore 

I goodcounſelltoall men, rather to practiſe 
17 this Chriſtian equitie ot themſelues,theto be 
I” eompeclledton by aurhorite: for cuery ver- 
{7} we and good worke, the more free and 
= voluntartcitis, the more acceptable 151tto 
© God;and more comimecndabie before men: 
F and let all men remember, that whereas the 
© ſtrict words of menslawes, ſecmeto give 
© them cauc to vrge the cxttemitic, yer can- 
#! notthatexcuſe them, nor free them from 
| thedanger of Gods law, which commands 
| -thcm to prattiſe Chriſti equitie ad me- 

a7 411073, 


i ' Now before we' make an ende ofthis 
© Publike Equitic, one point is necefſarie to be 
©; handled in few words. Some may obic&, It 
© | moderation be intended,and included in our 
F | law,as well as Extremitic, why then is extre- 
it anitic onely mentioned in the /aw ,and not 
IF | his mitieation, which they ſo much doe 
[7 vrgevntove Theanſwer isreadie. T he law 

| cxpreficiband vrgeth he extremitieito fray 
| go'w's, 


wen thereby , from comming within the 
danger of theextremitie; andconcealeththe Y 
mitigation ,\caſt it ſhould be an encourage» | 
ment to offend : yet intending it as wellas ih 
the extremitie , and leamng it in the hand of i 
the Magiſtrate, to pur in praQtiſe, wheniuſt- | 
occalion is offered, as well as the extremirie. | 
Herein appeareth the great wiſdome otihe 
lawmakers, out auncicnt forcfathers, wha 
well and wilcly foreſaw »thatthough mut#s if 
gation be as neceſfaric as extremine , and 
oftentimes more: yet becauſe of the ill con» 
ſciences of the moſt men,and the readinesof 
all men to ofiend, thooghtr it fitter to exe 
prefle the extremitie in plaine: tearmesy * | 
thereby to keepe ill men within the-come.,\i 
paſle of obcdicnce, and cloſely tg leave the I 
:1igarron to the diſcretion of the Magi- 
ſtrate.So thenour lawegiuers concealed the 
mitigation,and expreſiedit not intheirlaws, 
in good pallicy - and to gogd purpoſe. If 
we therefore doe onely take #be extremity, 
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He isnot worthic the name of a lawyer, 
at leaſt of a Chriſtian Jawyer - much leſle 
worthic the place and ſeat of a Tudge, who 
knowethnot this. For if the layy contained 
not both theſe , it were vnrighteous, and fo 
no law.For mitigation is for the good man, 
and extremitre tor the cuill,the carcleſſe,and 
vncon(cionable man: if there were no cxtre» 
mric,how could the evil man be kept with= 
in compaſtc ? and how ſhould the poorc ho+ 
neſt man liue, if there were no mitigation? 
So then , it is watrantable by the word of 
God, and good conſcience , that extremztre 
ſhould be in force , and ſhould ſtand by law, 
bur fo as it alwates admit of 9/t1g at ron; whe 
neede is. 

Let therefore our concluſion be , to cx- 
hort cuery man, into whole hands is put the 
exccution of lawes,to ſhew himlelfe as wiſe, 
1a executing them , aswere our forcfathers 
inthe making of them: that 1s, as wellto re« 
gard the Mitigation which is concealed, as 
the Extremitie which is expreſſed: ſo ſhall 


the lawmakers wile intent be performed s 
publike cquitie preſerued;, and much Ins 
tuſtice andbard acaling preuventea. 

Now in regard of this, that hath beene 
dcliuered touching publike Fquitie, lawyers 
muſt not thinke, that T haue gone beyond 
the compaſſe of my calling , and encroched 
ypon their liberties. For they are to know, 
that the laws of men, are police, but Equitie 
is Chriſtianitie. Now Chiiſtianitic was, be« 
fore there were any laws of men : andthere- 
fore they mult be ordered according to the 


rules of Chriſtianitie. Againe,Diuines muſt 


take lawycrs aduiſe, concerning, Extremitze, 
and the letter of the /aw: good realon then 
that lawyers take the Diuines aduiſe, touch» 
ing £qui/tie which is the intent of the law, 


| Morecouer, their law is but the miviſter of 


equitie; but our law the word of God isthe. 
fountaine of Equitie: therctore the princi= 
pall rules of Equitic , muſt they fetch trom 
out law : con{idering that law without e- 
quitze ,is plaine tyrannie, Laſtly, inthe fuſt 
Chriſtian Commonwealth that cuer was, 
namely »the Iewes ,the Diuines zthat is, the 
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Prieſts of thoſe daics, were the onely laws 
yers : for their politiue lawes. were the Iy- 
diciall lawes,giuen by God himſclfe , whoſe 
interpreters were the Prieſts and Leuites, If 
therefore, once the Diuines had ſo much to 
doc with poſttiac lawes, it may not nowe 
be thought 1mille, if they giue aduice out of 
the word of God, touching the cquall cxe- 
cution of thelawes of men. 

And ſo much tonching the doQtrine-of 
publike Equicic, grounded vpon the word 
of God. 

Now followetl) the ſecond kind of Fqui- 
tic,call-d pr:n4te;namcly thar, which is :o be 
excrciſed betwix: man and man,in their pri- 
ware ations. 

Bur ere. we goe further, ſome may de. 
mande the difference betwixt publike and 
private ations. Private aftions of men are 
Auch,asare praQtiſed amongſt men , without 
helpe of the lawe:as contratiwile, Pub- 
like aRtons are ſuch, as cannot be performed 
but by the helpe ot the lawe,and the hand of 
the Magiſtrate. VV herevpon it followeth, 
War publike aftonsmay be beryvixt private 
neca, 
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of Chriſtian Equitie., 33 
men, and priuate aQtions betwixt publike 
perſons: there is a publiknes and apriuate- if 
nes(as I may tearme it) both of men anda- i 
Rions, Aman is private, vntill he be exalted i 
ynto ſorne authoritie, in Ct-urch or Com-' 
monwealth: then he is a publike perſon. An 
aCtion isprivate , aslong as it is begunne and If 
handled betwixttwo mcn , and needeth not 
the publike voice, nor centure of the law to 
dctermin® it » andthen it is publike. Forex- 
ample: a Magiſtrate may have dealing with Y 
an other man,or two Magiſtratestogethers 
If they determine it together berwixrthetn» 
(clues, itis a private ation , becauſe they doe i 
it,not as they are Magiſtrates, but asthey are 
men: and ſo there is a priuate ation betwixe 
publike perſons, So a priuate matino Magi» | 
ſtrate, may hauc atreſpaſle, adebt, atortei. 
ture, or any other ation or demandagainſt +} 
another man: wherein( becauſe heeannor- Þ 
comero arcaſonable and equall ende, by pri= Mi 
uate meanes)he craucs the helpe of the law, 
andthe voice ofthe Magiſtrate : and ſohere 
a publike aQtio berwixt priuate men. Now 
this yertue/ of Equitic reſpeReth not the 

WOO C1 pub 


ATvreatt/e 
publiknes or priuatcncs of the perſons , but 
ofthe aRions:theretore as thatis Publike E- 
[/ quitic, which isexerciſed inthe determinirg 
of publikeaQions, which cometo the iudge- 


1 ment of-the law: ſothatis Private Equitie, 


| "i which is praQtiſed in the managing of Pri- 


( uatc Aftions, which are begunand conclu- 
= ded privately berwixt man and man, and 
© neucrcometo publike hearing ,nor triall of 


= the law. 
!]  . Nowlctvscome toſcarch more necrely 
& intothenature of this yertue. Private Equi- 
i #1015 4 moarratce, euen, aud equall carriage 
of a mans ſelfe , in all his private wordes and 
deedes, towaras all other men , and all their 
words and acedes. Firlt, I ſay,it is| a moderate 
carriage [ofa mans (clfethatis,berwixt both 
extreames, neither bearing all things, nor 
renevging cuery thing. Secondly , I fay to- 
wards all other men:whercin I comprehend 
all men,% all ſorts of tnen :husbands, wines: 
Magiſtrates, ſubicQts: teachers, hearers: mas» 
ſters,ſeruants: Parents, children ; men, wo. 
men,ncighbours in townes, fellows in foct- 
etles , un (cruice , in labour, In a word ynone 


” —c we teas ww www 


om 


ef Chriftian Equitie, 3s 
ate excepted, who any way docliuc or con«' 
ucrſc rogether , bur ofthem all it is true, that” i 
if there be nota moderation, and a forbea- 8 
rance one of another, there ean be no peace } 
amongſt.chem , bur their liues ſhall be all (as 
ir werc)a hell yponthe carth. | 

Sccing therefore, the neceſsitie and excel- 
| lencie of this vertue is ſuch, thatthe duepra- 
; ftiſe of it is #5e ornament of families, and 

ſocreties, and the comfort of a mans life in 
4 this world; let vs cntcr into mpre particular 
conſideration thereof. Private Equitic hath 
foure degrees, or principall dutics. 
Firſt, to beare with naturall infirmities. 
Secondly, rounterpret doubtfullchings im 
the better parr. Yibhen c 
Thirdly, to depart from our owne right 
ſometimes. Dl Rr ee 

Fourthly, to forgiue priuate and perſos 
nall wrongs, _ ITY 

Ofall theſe briefly, and in oder. 

The firſt dutie of private Equitie, ts fo 
beare with the defeits and infirmities of 
mens natures, with whorne we live, as long 
. 8they breake not our into any great inc 
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[36 
ucnicnce, or cnormitic. Theſe infirmitie? 
| are manitold: asfor example; frowardnes or 

'! moroſttic of naturc; baſtines;ſ{lownes of con- 


ATreatiſe 


ccitz dulnes of wit ; ſuſpitiouſnes; deſire of 
praiſc, and ſuch like . Theſc and many other 


1 natural! infirmities, muſt a Chriſtian man 


beare and tolerate patiently , in thoſe with 


* whom: he conuerſeth, as with his wife, his 


child, his ſeruant , his friend » his neigkbour, 


= &c. And ſo long muſt he bearc with them, 


as they arc kept within a meane,, and breake 
not out into extremitic. Of theſe the holy 
Ghoſt ſpeaketh, Prov. 19. 31. 1t is the glorie 
ome fo paſſe by an infirmitce; that is, if 

e ſceth in his-brother weakenefles of na» 
ture, which doe not atiſc from ſetled ma- 
lice, or cankred corruption, itis a mans glo- 
ricand praiſe, alwaics ſofarre to moderate 
himſelte -asnot toſeethem,nor totakeno- 
tice of them, atleaſt not to be mooued, nor 


= diſquieted atihem: and oftentimes, ſolnleto 


regardthem,as though they were not done. 
Tothiscnd ſaiththe Apoſtle, i.Cor.13.Lowt 
foffereth all things gba is,all things that may 
be borne with good conlcienee,, Scare "= 


FE WITFE, > 
by them whome we lone. Now any ting | 
may be borne with good conſcience, which i 
isetther ſopriuate, or ſo ſmall,that the wrog \j 
is onely ours, arid no diſhonour thereby i 
en{ueth to Gods glorie, nor ill example ro 
the Church: all ſuch things loue (uffereth, if 
And indeede itis thepropertie of trucloue, 
ro palle by many wants: and the more thata i 

 Chriſtianis rootedin true loue, the more iſ 
infirmitics will he paſſe by-in them whome jj 
he loues : he ſerteth no limits to himſelfe, i 
how many or how long to bearc , but-cuen if 
' allchatare infirmitics of nature: many hard 
words , many angrie fits , many needles fur- if 
miſes, many vnkindaefſes, will he put vp,and } 
(asit wereJnot ſee them, whoſe heart is poſ |} 
ſefſed with truc loue, wiſdome,and the tcare , | 
of God: and thus muſt cucry one doe that 
will praftiſe Chriſtian £qu#tze. For thisisa 
mans glorie, and commendation. Letyys lay 
this doftrine neererto our conſciefices. by 
colidering the nature of this yerruciadome 
few cxamples. 2M 
A man hathawifc, or awomana huſ- 
band, in whomethere isthe teare of God, 
j C 3 and 
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and honeſt and faichfull loue,but he or ſhee is 
# ſ{ubict to anger or to haſtines» or to an au+ 
ſteritie in-their behauiours, or it may be itis 
not in their oatures, to praCtiſe thoſe out- 
ward complemets of kindnes, which others 
candoe with great facilitic. Theſe and ſuch 
like, arc but weakneſles of nature, in them 
that feare God: therefore mult loue couer 
them and bearc them, and oftentimes not 
take notice of them; and the rather, becauſc 
he or ſhee that hath not ſuch , hath cithcr the 
like or greater weakneflcs, all which 1t one 
forbeare not 12 another ,it isnot poſsible to 
liuein peace and comfort. Buritthis part of 
Equitie were praCtiſed , it is ſcarce credible, 
{ *. how much ir would augment the happines, 
-and adde tothe comfort of them, that are. 
- marricd. 

Againe,a ran hath a ſeruant carctull and 
"willing yaough to obay and pleaſe his ma- 
ſter, alſo rruſtic and faithful: but he is flow 
in his buſines, and doth not difpatch things 
appointcd him » to the minde of hismaſter, 
not ſo ſpeedily, not ſo readily , nor with that 
facilitie, as his maſter requireth, V hat _ 


4 af / 


tobe done in thiscaſetto ſee it,and alwaies to 
cheeke him for it, and to gall and gird him {tf 
with it,and cuer to be caſting itin his cecch, j|f 
and chreatning him for it , 2s the extremitie \i 
which here the Apoitle condemneth. The i 
Equitie then in this caſe to bee pertor- If 
med , is, in conſidcration that-itisnotafaule 
of malice, but ot nature , not ot idleneſſe,nor 
careleſncfſe,but of anaturall weakeneſſe, the *} 
Maſter mult gently tell him of it, andprivat- | 
c ly and cdome=iadaluiſe him, whbatarcthe 
c belt helps for nature in this caſe. And though 
O he {ce not that ſpeedic amendment, which 
zf | hedclireth, yer is he to beare with him, as 
I long as he is truſtie diligent,durifull,and wil- 
5, ling,and for thoſe ſo many good properties, 
TI he mult beare with his wants,and not be too 

ſharp,cither in reproouing , or incorrefting 
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1d him for them. 7 

a- Inthe thethird place: A man hathocealt- 

w | ono confer often with another oY | 
gs | reaſonthatthey are neighbours ,or ſpeciall i} 


xr, | friends, orof the ſamecalling, and courle of 
life:but one af themis haſtie, and ſoooean- 
gric,andit may bein his ralke, cither forthe 

C4 mate 
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matter or the manner of it, he cannot but 
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ſhewe bis anger. Extreminie in this caſcis,for 
a man to deale roughly with him co contra- 
ditandcrof: him, to denie what he faith, 
to ſtand ſtifly tro our our owne opinion, 8 
tobe angric againe with him. 

But on the other fide, Chriſtian Equitie 


reachetha man notto ſee it , nor takenotice 
of 16nor to beangrie againe, nor tochecke 


"vg - himfor inbut coput it offby gentle words, 
WF; ſoft dcmaundes,and other talke: and to yeild 


to him» as farre as a man may doe, in good 
conſciencewithour betraying of the tructh. 
And by the way ,in conference hold it al- 
waics for arule of Cluiſtian w iſedome, and 
private Equitie,neucr to ſlicke ſtiflely to any 
opinion,vnleſic it be in a plaine trueth, 2nd of 
grcatmoment, Now thus doing to our bro- 
ther,and ſparing his weaknes, and continu- 
iog 00 our ſpecch, as though we {awe not 
that be was angrie : hereby the conference 
holds on,and loue is continued as afore. Put 
if.contrariwiſc,we take the aduantage of his 
infirmitic ,and diſplay it, apd rub himfor it, 
if we beas ſhort as he,and ſtand ſtificly ypon 
7 uy Labs PODS, 
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points, then the conference is broken off ji 
without cdification, and heart-burning ri- 
- ſeth betwixe them , in ſtead of trueloue, 
Thus we ſee in theſe examples , nowin a 
4 Chriſtian moderation, weatec tobeare,and 
KF roforbcarcthenaturall weaxeneſlcs of our if 
c brethren,it we purpoſe to liue in any come MW 
- fort with them in this world. 
c Yet this forbearance muſt be with two 
s, conditions. Firſt , that theſe wants be wahts 
d ot nature,not of malice ,nor of old, rooted, 
d 
N 


ſctled, and cankred, corruption. Secondly, 

if they whome forbeare , containe 
| theſclues within conuenient bonds, and doe 
d not exceede, nor breake out into any out- 
y rage,or extremitie; for thenthey arenotts 
be torborne,butto b= rolde, and reprooued 
for them, and a mans autie is not to winke 
atthem', but to take notice of them, and to 
ſhewe open diſhke of them. Butio asmuch 
as theſe are wants of nature, as it is infirmitie 
iathe one to ſhewe them , ſoit 1stheglorie 
and praiſc ofthe other, topardon them:yea 
it isa token of wiſedome,and good gouern- 
ment, and a ſigne that a manis alouer'of ||} 


| and conſequently of religion,and of 

Godbimalclteo paſſe by them. The pradtiſe 
of this curie,maintainespeace in kingdoms, 
! countrics,ſtates,citics,colledges,farmilics,and 
all octctics of men. Thus much for the firſt 
dutic. 

If The ſecod dutic of priuate equity is,to cor- 
= ſtruc interpret mes ſayings that are doubt. 

WH full,gnthe better part , if polsibly ic may be: 

$- this isto be vaderſtood ofall men , though 
{ -they beourenemics:and this muſt aman do, 

if he will liue in peace ia this world. 

Our nature is giugn ro take men at the 
worlſt,to deprauc mens deeds and words, & 
to peruert them tothe worlt ſenſe, that may 
be:and thisis commonly the caulc of debate 
and diflcntion in the world, 

Burthedutic of Chriſtian Equitie is con: 
ecary hereunto; namely, tothinke the beſt 
they can of all men,to conſtrucall doubtfull 
aQtionsinthe better part, and to make the 
belt ſenſe of all doubttull fpeeches,if we haue 
any probable reaſon to induce vstoit. The 

Apoſtle makes this the propertic of loue, r. 
 Cor.13-Lowe thinks not enjll,chat is.not _ 
| | y 


{y then , when there is manifeſt and good | 
cauſe to thinke well but when it is doubtful, 8 


Cr 


it ir may by any meanes haue a good mea» || 


ningoit by any means,it may be wellthought if 


of,louc will make a man thinke well of it; & ix 
the more ſpecially aman loues another , the 
more cqually, indifferently , and Chriſtianly, if 
will he interpret all his ſayings and doings, Vi 
The want of this dutic, and the praftiſe of 
the contrariczis the caule of more troubles, i 
tumulrs,garboiles,fallings out, and heartbur- } 
nings,in kingdomes,countries,{ocietics, and i 
families,betwixt manand man, thenany one 
thing in the world beſides ., Dealing thus 
with the wordes of Cfitiſt coſt him his lifes I 
for when Chriſt aid, Deſtroy this temple e&# | 
1 will buildit in three daiesthey interpreted if 
it of the temple of Teruſalem , when as he | 


meant of the temple of his bodice. And the .| 


wrong and {iniſter interpretation of Dauids 
ambaſſage, by his neighbour king Hanun, 
was the cauſe ofthat great war betwixt two 
mightie kingdomes, the Iſraclites, andike 
Amonites, which coſt ſo many thouſands 


their lives. For when Dauid ſcat Embaſſa- 
dours 


| dours to comfort him: after his fathers 
dearh,he and his wicked counſellers inter= 
pretedit,that he ſent ſpies, and imtelligencers, 
to find out the weaknefle of the land. It can- 
not be ſpoken, what broiles, hutliburlics and 
confulions in kingdomes, what contentions 
in common-wealthes, what faQtions and di. 
uiltons in colledges & ſocictics; what dilqui- 
etneſle 19 families, what vnkindnefle and 
falling out amongelt old friends, and what 
ſeparation cuen amongeſt them that ſhould 
be neereſt,are daily inthe world , by reaſon 
of this ſiniſter interpretation-of mens words 
and deeds. \Ve therefore that doeproteſle 
our {clues the children of peace, muſt learne 
to make conſcience ofthis, the duepraftiſe 
whereofis the conſeruation of peace. 
And further in this duric, onethivg more 
istobe remembred - namely, that we muſt 
not giue too ſharpe 2 cenſure , cuen of the 
open and manifeſt cuill ſayings , or doings 
_ ofour brother:we mult not iudge them to 
be done catelefly , when it may be they are 


7, doncignorantly : nor deliberately, when ir 


may be they are doneralbly: nor gener” 
twouſly, 


© 
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raouſly, when it may be they are done vp- 


on infirmitie : nor to be done vpon haired 
or malice to vs , when it may betheyare 
done for another cauſe: nor may we iudge 
an euill thing.to be done for want of conſci- 
ence, when 1t may be, itisdone for want of 
heedfulneſſe; but alwaics we muſt remem- 
ber,to make the beſt we can, cuen of ano- 
ther mans inficmities. And as , if our brother 
doc well , we are to acknowledge it, and 
commend him for it: Soit he doc amiſle,we 
muſt not make it worſe then it is. 

But the world is farre too blame hercin: 
for they can cxtoll their @wne well-doing, 
and twentie waies excuſe their cuill doing ; 
but as for other men, they can debaſe their 


well doing, andaduance their euill doing; 4 


nay it isa common thing , to makea badde 
man worlſe then heis,and to ſpeake of an 
euill ation, 2ndof mens faults worſe then 
they are; yea to ſpeake worſe, cuen of ill 
men then they deſerve. But itis flat Injuſtice, 
not onely to ſpeake exyll of thar that is good, 
but cuen to make ancuill thing worſe then 
it is. Many calcs thereare, whercinaman 

4s 
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| isbound, tomakerthe beſt he can, of abad 
{ ation: but to make it worſe then it is, there 
| isnocaſe, wherein a man may doe it, with- 
| outplainciniurietohisbrother. If any man 
replic,and ſay,I am not to ſpare my ſelfe,nor 


| | excuſe my owne faults, but to judge as hard- 


in lyof myowne fayings and doings, as they 
1H deferue, why then ſhould Inoralſo doe fo 
I roanother? The anſwer is readic. Becauſe a 
ſ man knowethnot another man , ſo well as 
i himſelfe. VWVords and deedes are knowne 
i} roothermen, buta mans heart is kriowne 


to himlelfe alone; therefore for thy owne 


| fayings and doings, thou art alſo able to 
tudge of thincowne heart, and of thy pur- 
poſe anc intent in ſo ſpeaking and doing; but 
of another mi,thou canſt ſay he ſpake or did 
thus or thus:bur his heart, his purpoſe, 8 in- 
t&in ſodoing,thou canſt not indge:8 there« 
forc thou maiſt not iudge ſo ſharpely of an- 
other mans ſayings and doings, as of thine 
owne. To make an ende of this point :in 
the performance of this dutie , two cautions 
muſt be remembred: firſt, that we ſpeake 


not of- continued courlcy, in doing or ſpeae 
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king euill, bur of particular ſpeeches and.a- - 
Qions : fornot an aftion or a ſpeech, bur the 
courſe of life ſhewes what a man1is; one cuill 
ſpeach or ation may be exculed, but a con- 
\r | tinued courſe in doing or {peaking cuill, 
1. | maybebyno meanes colouredor excuſed. 
Secondly, we [peake not of manifeſt & pub- 
like cnormitics , as of trealons againſt the 
Prince or ſtate : for therein it may be dange- 
rous tothe Prince , and hurtiull co the ſtate, 
@ | tohaue any thing coloured, concealed, or 
 Þ| excuſed, In ſuch caſes,we muſt ſer afdeonr 
duticto our brother,avd remember our da- 
> |} tictothchcad and whole bodie:andberter 
it ts,that one member be cut off, then thar 
+ | the whole bodic periſh : but we ſpeake of 
3 | priuate cuill words or deeds, the evill and 
hurt whercof redoundeth to private men. 
And in them we ſpeake not of maniteft, 
groſſe,and palpable crimes, wherein not on- 
ly the aftion is plainely cell, but the intent 
alſo:for to excuſe or conceale, or to extenu- 
ate ſuch, is to make our ſclues acceflariets 
the cuill ofthem.But we ſpeake of doubtfull 
wordsor deeds, wherein cither the ation 
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it ſclfe,or at the leaſt che intent of it, may re! 
ccive a likely excu'e, and aprobable inter. 
pretation' of good. 

And vn:o theſe two cautions, adde thus 
much further , tharthe praQtiſe of this dutic, 
for the moſt part ceaſerh , when the Mini. 
ſter is to worke vpon the conſcience of an 
impenitent or a preſumptuous ſinner : for 


1  thenheis not to moderate or mitigate, to 


colour or excuſe, tolcſſen or extenuare his 
fiones, but to ſpeake of ſinne as it deſerves, 
andtolay our his finnes in their owne co- 
lours,cthat ſo he may humble him, and caſt 
bimdowne. 

But out of thele three caſes, this dutic licth 
vponall men, at all timesto interpreteuery 
thing in the better part.So then the conclu- 
fon of this ſecond dutic is this: Attions ap- 
parently good , are to be commended, 
doubtfull are to be conſtrued in the beſt 
ſenſe, apparently cuill are-to be made no 
worſe then they are , but rather ro be ex- 
cuſed , and let a man alwaies rather ſpeake 
too well, then, roo cuill of another man, & 


| rather ſpeake batters then worle then he 


de- 


% - 
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deferues and rather ivdge too mildlie and: 'Þ 
mercifully then tooſharply : for ifa man be 
deccaued cither waie, that is the ſafer waie 
hy | whetcintobedeceiued: Thus to do , is to if 
performe that Chitiſtian cquitic which is | 


"ty hete commanded, and to maintaltic peace 1 
"an | Which isthecomfort of a Chriſtian life. And | 
for thus much of the 2. dutie. 
'to The third duticand degree of Private E> 


his | Quitic is, [» ſunary caſes to depart from & 
mans owne right that isto yeild oftentimes 
in ſuch things, wherein by Jawe he might 
ſtand; and oftentimes to ſorgoe ſuch things, 
which by law he might require . VVithour 
this Equirie, Iuſtice and peace cannot ſtand. 
Chriſt our ſautour, gave a notable example 
hereof in paying toll : Math. 17, 277. Chriſt 
needed not to hate done it, nor could any 
lawe hauc compelled him to it, yet becanſe 
he would not trouble.the pablick peace, not 
giue them occaſion of contention , he yeilds 
trom his right and pates them toll:al Chriſti» 
an men mult learne by his example , not ta 
Rand alwaics vpuntheir right, if they will 
eontnuc peace in the Church of God, Ir is || 

= 4 = 


1 l 
0 . 
l ” 


| not ſufficient in Chriſtianitie, nay it isayery 
| wicked ſpeach, which we often heare men 
ſpeake. It is my right and therefore I will 
| got looſe it; lo might Chriſt hauc (aid, and if 


you looke the place, you ſhall find, that he 


! firſt of all argueth the caſe, and concludes 


that heis free, and not bound to paie, and 


WM yer faith Chriſt, rather then 7 will offend 
Wn therm,o7 give them cauſe to thinck wor ſe of 
| - 23, or muy aottrine / will paie it. Eucn fo 


multa Chcittan man, in many caſes go from 
his right, and that for the maintenance of 
publick peace inthe common wealth, and 
of priuat peace one man with another. 

For the maintenance of publick peace, 
thus muſt men do in Publick Conferences, 
as in Parlaments and Counſcls, and ſuch like 
general aſl:mvlies; wherein the fcucrall o- 
pinions of menarc to be delivered, and thus 


'- muſtmendoe m bonds,fortcitures,borroyys 


ing.lcnding,loofing, finding, buying, (clling, 
im lcaſes,fiacs, rents, and all manner of bats 
gaitIcs. 

And for the maintenance of private prace, 
men muſt m their moſt private aftions, one 
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yeildro another in ſuch thingswhereinthey 
might ſtand, and oftentimes be contenred to 
loolc that, rhat is theit owne; and in confe- 
rences mult a man oftentimes, ſuffer himſelfe 


fo be croſſed and ouerthwarted in that, of 


which he is moſt certaine, and to grant that 
ro be, which isnot,and that nottobe which 
he knowes tobe; if the matter be of ſmall 
moment, and concerne not religionnor the 


ſtare: many ſuch things muſt a Chriſtian ' 


man put yp daily,at the hands of is brother, 
for the maintenance of peace and loue a- 
mongſt them . This 1s a doctrine hitle 
knowne-andlefſe regarded inthe world, fot 
esagenerall opinion that a man tay rake 


his owne, and may lawtully ſtand vpon his 


owne right, (which 1t it be ment generally 
inall caſcs-is moſt falſe) nay thisisa comme 
ſpeach ofall men, / demaund but myright , 
and [ will not looſe my r:7ht , and this is 
thought a reafonable ſpeach,and he is cſtee- 
med agood man, who takcs no more then 
his right: for oftentimes men ſtand ſo ſtrife 
ly vpoa their right, thatthey go further then 
their righereachcth. Bur this is a yery car= 
ws 
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nall praRiſe,and controlled by the Scripture; 
| andbyrhecxamplc of Chriſt , as we heard 
afore.Butit any man obic&,thatthe example 
{ ofChriſtisaot to binde vs, becauſe he is the 
} Mcdiatour, and therefore was toperforme 
Wn extraordinary obedience?I then anſwer that 
mW notoncly Chriſt, but other holy men, baue 
= praftiſed this duty,for he paycthtollnot on- 
WW: lyforhimſclfc,but for Peter alſo, And there 
! isanotable example of this dutic in Abra- 
ham, who when bis brother Lot and his 
ſheapheardscould not agree,was content to 
depart from his right:for whercas hebecing 
the clder , might hauc choſen firſt, he not- 
withſtanding, ſtands not ypon that , but bids 
his brother Lotchooſe whether he will, and 
he will take what he leaucth. A moſt cquall, 
Chriſtian , brotherly part of that holy A - 
braham , whoſe faith is fo much commen» 
ded inthe Scriptures.It we therefore will dc 
called the children of Abrabam, then muſt 
webe followers of him in his workes, and 
namely 1nthis, we muſt ofccatimes depart 
from our owne tight. 

Inthe praQtiſc ofius dutic, one _ 
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onely muſt beremembred , namely, rhat wt | 
wut Ain inguiſh of another, right and ow 
owne. In th owne right thou maicſ} yeild 3 
but when thou art todeale for another man, | 
thou muſt not yeild roo much,nor be too la» | 
uiſh of another mans right: but this caution. | 
holderh eſpecially, wheErbe cauſe ts not ours, } 
but Gods,or his chutches,for whent is fuch  * 
a tructh,which directly concerneth the hos 1 
nour of Gad,ot the good of bis Church, the || 
muſt a man take heed he yeild not, without | 
watrant from Gods word. For asitisequi- | 
tic,oftento yeilde thy right, foto yeildein | 
Godscaulcs, is to betray the tructh. If theres Þ 
fore thou maicſt nor give another mans 
righe fro him, without his coſent,mauch leſſe 
maieſt thou without warrant from God; 
ycild any thing atall of his right from him. 
This dutic therefore 15 to be performedin 
ations that concerne our lelues,and where- | 
jatheloſle isnot Gods, or his churches, but ' | 
our own. But it is lamentable to ſcemany 
men, howe lauiſh they arc ingiuing —_ ld 
God,and care not wy much | 2a hr | 
bs gloric:but tt "Fe cont | 
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ownepoints,and will not yeild one inch,nor 
looſe on2 foote of their owne right. And 
' fromhence come ſo many ſuites in law, and 
other brabling contentions in the world, all 
$ which, or many ofthem, might be ſtaied,if 
WW mcn had but conſcieceto praftiſe this Chri- 

| ftianEquitic,ro yeild one to another, in mat- 
ters oftheir owne, and of ſmall moment: 
it 1s certaine, that if men inthe world were 
not perſwadecd , ſome by religion and con- 
ſcience ſome by naturall reaſon, and pollicie, 
toprachſerhis duticyit were not polsible for 
the ſacietic of men long to continue vpon 
thecarth.So much for the third degree. 

The fourth and laſt degree of Pruate E- 
quitic, is to forbeare and to forgiue wrones 
aud iniuries done vnto vs in word or decd. 
The fcripture is plaine for this, and fo is na- 
turall reaſan,which teacheth , that eucry one 
that beares the name of a man, ſhould for- 
S1iuc another, becaulc he becing a man, may 
deſerneand ftand in neede ofthe fame hims 
ſelfe,and therefore is ro doe as he would be 
done ynmo: Bur eſpecially a Chriſtian man, 
wholoakes fr foriurnſl x Godohnd, 
= or 
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for his owne ſinncs , muſt needs forpiue his 
brother.Sothat to a Chriſtian man , there 1s 


2 donblcbond or reaſon , to tichim to this ]. 


dutic. One is , as he is a man, therefore mult 
he forgiue him that offends him»that ſo ano» 
ther man may alſo forgiue him,vvhen he ofs 


fendeth. For there isnone,but beeing a man, 
and huing amongeſt men» he muſt needs of- 


fend, Another more forcible reaſon is» as he 
is Chriſtian, therefore mult he forgiue,be- 
cauſe elſe, how can he in reaſon demaund or 
praie for forgiueneſſs at Gods hand for ma-+ 
ny thouſand offences of his owne, and thoſe 
exceeding great, when another man cannot 
obtaine forgiueneſſe at his hands , for a fewe 
{mall oftences. This dutie is of greater necel(- 
ſirie then all the former:for vpon the prafiſe 
of this,dependsthe preſeruation of peace: but 
where this is not prattiſed, there is no religt- 
on,no conſcience, nor ſaluation: for where 
there is no forgiuing of another man, that 


man isnot forgiuenat Gods hands, . And he. 
whoſe (inns arenot in Chriſt forgiuen,and. 


taken away,that man is inthe ſtate of dam- 
gation,andull he be torgiuen, he can never 
=. fo 8h by 
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| be faued:but he can never be forgiuen, till he 
| forgiue hisbrother:and fo it is plaine, that e- 
| u;nfaluation it (elte, in ſome fort, depends 
| ypontheprathiſe of this dutic, yer not as a 
* cauſe, but as aligne» or aneffeQ of (aluation. 
| For this is not truc»that cucry one who for- 
giucs is lorgiuen of God, but this is true, that 
#| wholocucris torgiuen of God, will torgiue 
8 hisbrother. Ss then, neither 1n reaſon, nor 
W inrcligion, can a man looketfor forgiuenclic 
| bimſeltc,volcſlc he make conſcience to tor- 
giue another , Yea God bath made every 
mana Judge in thiscaſc, to condemne him- 
| felftejthedocitnot, when be praicth every 
| daygthat God would forgiue him cuco (0,35 
| hedotaforgucaothers. 
. Yetin thisdune of forgiuing outward in- 
” juricytwo cautions areto be remembred 1, 
That there isatime, when a man is cotta 
fachcare and ſutter, but may [land vpon bis 
guard.and defend himkclte from the 1niarie; 
and thac is, when his life is indangercd, as 
when a man is aſlaulced by atheife,or by bis 
| deadiyenemic , who (eckes his life » and can 
| haxnohclpeaeisintbal Mas 2 4 
| elfc, 
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ſelfe, when be wuſt cirher kill orbe killed, || 
then reaſon and religion biddes him defend || 
's himſclte:& being 1n that cale.that a man can» || 
not hauc the Magiſtrates helpe » that bearcs || 
the (word for his deience.Gods purs for that | 
time the (word, into a mans owne hand,and 7 
makes him a Magiltrate for thattime and | 
occalion.Far in caſes of {uch extreritie,god | 
allowes cuery man to bea Magiſtrate, not | 
onely to defend himfelte, but-cuen to kill kis if 


ic 
7 enemic, itit be impoſsible, aty way els to || 
ty ſaue his owne lite:and this defence of amans iÞþ 
NT” ſclfe,hinders not the dutie of forgiuing, for || 
y ſo farre mult a man torbeare and forgiue, |þ 
3s that he be ſure to defend his owne life, '' 
In the ſecond place, though a man torgiue !| 
1 the Iniurie and wrong done vnto bhim,yet | 


' may he latcly in ſome cales, goero lawe for | 
0 recompence of that wrong, Itisadcuiliſh o» Þ 
is pinion inthe world, that amancannotgae þ 
e: tolaweand be in charitie: wenwſt knowe, 


thata man may goc tolaw , & yet be incha« | 
ritie:for to forgiue tbe malice,and ro (ue for | 
recompence are things indifferent; It is not .. | 
ſomuch chaitic , to forbeate the recom | 


PAace, 


[> T1 
pcnce,asitisto forgiue the malice. If there: 
forca man forgiue nor the malice , he is out 
ofcharitic but he may ſuc tor (atistaRion, 
| and be incharitic.”The ſcripture forbids nor 
{ mcis going tolawe,but telsthem how they 
} ſhould doc It: lawe is not euill, though con- 
tentious men» and vnconſcionable lawyers, 
have vilely abuſed it: but it Gods ordinauce, 
and may lawetully bc vicd » ſoitbe on this 
Manner, 
Firſt, itmut nor befor cycry trifle, cuery 
treſpas, cucry ill worde; but in theſe cales, a 
man is both to forgiue the malice, and to re« 
mit the recompence , becaule he is lictle or 
| nothing at all hurt by ir. For example, A 
ones manſtcalcs alittle meat from thee in 
| hishunger, let thelaw tako hould on him, 
but purſue thou him no more for it, then by 
| thelawthou needs muſt. Againe thy neigh» 
} bourscattell doth treſpail: thce, thoumutt 
{ notgotolawefor it, the malice be it more 
; orleſfſe,thoumult forgiue in Chriſtianitic & 
for conlcicnce fake, and the damage is ſo 
ſmall,as that therefore thou maiſtnotgo to 
| awctorit. Forthelayisabuſed, in becing 
Ks” exccured 
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executed vpon triflzs, and thoſe lawyers | 


ſhame themſelues, and diſhonour their pro« 
fesfion, who are willing that cucry treſpaſle 


of ſixpence damages bean accion in the lawy * | 


this is one ot the caules of the baſe and vile 
names, that are giuen to the lawe and lay 
yers in thele dates,becauſe the law is1mploy. 
ed ypon ſuch rifles. Andit is to be wiſhed, 
thatthe ſupreme Magiſtrate would take or- 
der to reſtrain this generall cuil: that conten« 
tious men 8& vaconſcionable lawyers mighr 
not conſpire together,to peſter the law with 
theletrifles : and though men be ſo vncon- 
ſcionablc,as toruntothelaw for cuery treſ- 
paſſe, yet ſhould lawyers be ſo canſcionable' 


and ſo wiſe,as they ſhould driue them frony 


thelaw againe.Thicdly,thy neighbour giues 
the ill woords, raifeth or carrieth evill rales 


of thee : Equzzie #5, not to gotolaw for ene«' - 
ry cuill woord, but to confider that for the 
malice, thou artto forgiue it, and for the 


damage it cannot be great, becauſe many 


mens onguesare no ſlander;neither artihoy' 
any thing worſe for i, eſpecially when he | 
r the + | 


darc not ſtandtothat he hath ſatde as fo 
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The ſecond caution io going to law,is that 
it muſtnot be the firſt bur the laſt meanes of 


| peace. Law is a kind of warr, as therefore 


watr is to be the laſt meancs of publick 
apes ſo ſhould the law be the laſt meanes to 
vied, for the attaining of priuat peace. All 


| meancs mull betricd, cre thou goe to lawe, 


and it none will (crue, theo is the law ordai- 


| ned forthee, whereby to recouer thy right 
| andco maintaine cquitie, for asto goto law 
 foratriflz, or atthe firſt, 75 extremartie , and 


ſo Iniury :ſoto goto the lawe , for a caulc 
(afficicar, and after other meanes vied in 


| vaine, is Juſtice and equitic, and no extremi- 


tic. 
Here therefore let all Chriſtians learne, 
howto goto law; and therather I do vrge 
this point» becauſe the law is notoriouſly a- 
baſed : and it isalmoſt incredible, what infi- 
nic ſommes and maſſcs of moncy, are daily 
: 6c moſt vnnece(larily : infornuch as: 
elawycrsdo exccedin welth, any other 
fort or calling of men in this whole realme. 
For reformation whercef,, let men but 
lcarne, 


learne, and praftiſethe two former rules : 
1 laweis not ordained to be a Tudge ofcne- 
ry trifle : It isa ſhame to our Jawe that men 
be ſuffered in the common wealth to arreaſt 
cach other for debts of fmall yaluc, ſo as 
tcenne timesand otherwhiles twenty times || 
as much is ſpent,for the recouery of them as || 


the principal is Are not wea Chriſtian com || 


monwealth? why then have wenotthe wif. | 
dome to appoint another, an cafier, and a || 
direQer waie for the reconery of ſuch debts, 
andifthere be no other way, why doth not 
a Chriſtian man ſtay for it, or looſe it rather 
then goe to law for it? Itisaſbameforour 
nation, that there ſhould be at one Aſiſes 
ouer England , ſo many hundrceth ations of 
treſpaſles , whereinthe dammage is little or 
nothing. To reforme theſe isa worke wore 
thic of a Prince ,and cucry man ſhould put 
to his helping-hand to it . 

Secondly, let law be thy laſt remedic.This 
rule controlls another foule miſorder in our 


land. Menarc ſued, whenthey would glad» 
ior monet when they would willingly 


Priuato O1&r » they arecom 
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 to-anſwer bylaw. And yetthere is a worſe 
thing then this: the law which ſhould be 
| thelaſt; isnot onely made thefirſtmeanes, 
but whereas it ſhould be open and publike, 
| itis vicdasacloſe & ſecret meanes: it ſteales 
' yponmen(asthephraſeis.) For men are ſu- 
|| ' edaforc they know,and great charges come 
y oy them , ere they aretoldof it, by them . 
at{aethem. Isthis cquitie? yea is it not ra- 
|| ther exiremitic? And yer (alas)how comms 
| 35 it in moſt places , Let therefore cuery 
| Chriſtian man, remember his I:flon here 
| raught by the Apoſtle, Let your equitie be 
| Enowne to all men. But it ſcenes then, will 
| ſomeſay, that men may not goetolawe. I 
| an{wcrahou maicſt goctolawethough nor 
| fortrifles,yer for things of waight, as tor the 
| 
| 
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purſuit of anotorious theife, to his duc and 
| luſteriall:forrheritle of thy lands: for the re- 
& coucric of thy ivſt and duc debts of valge: 
| and of thy childs portion: for the making 
 Rfiraightofgreat accounts, tor the rriall of thy 
| goodname, when thou arr ſo ſlanndered, 
| and by fuch,, as thatthy crediris publikely 
| Indangered: for thele and(uck like _ 


hon maieſt goetolaw, wheby other more 


nable fatisfaQion. For then it is vnlawhull te | 
luc for the greateſt cauſe in the world- | 

The rrueth of all this doftrine docth- Paul 
icach the Corinths , whome he reprooueth 
ofthree faults.r. that they went tolawe bes * 


fore heatks Tudges.2. for eucry caulc.z. they 


vicd no priuate meanes of ſatisfaQtion, but 
ranne tothelawe atthe firſt. | 
Theficſt of theſe cannot be our finne , for 
we haue no heathen Tudges, in asmuch ag 
onr ſtate and government , by the mer- 
cie of God is not heatheniſh, but we haue 
a Chriſtian commonyealch. Put the other 
two arc the penerall ſores cf this lands 
let vs therefore labour to heale them and to 
couer our fhame: let ys remember that zef *' 
Extremitie but Equitze becomes a chiiſtianz 
andlct every man take heed of this, as he 
would be knowne to be a Chriſtian: tor the 
knowne badge of Chriſtianitic is mercifull 


*-hes:the morc mercifull the better Chriſtian 


For he hath taſted deeper of Gods mercies 
io turuſclic and therefore he is mercitull to 
| DO. OT 
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ealie meanes,thou canſt not. procure areaſ0+ ||} 


| Hisbrother, and the worſe Chriſtian , the 

| leflemercifull, for he nener felt Gods mer- 
cics to himfelfc, therefore he canno! be mer- 
cifull ro his brother, Now to goto law for 
eucry trifſe, or to ſtcale lawe vpon thy bro. 
ther, or to ſuc him before thou off: bin 
Peacevit argueth a hard hart and ynmercitul, 
and farr from thisdutic of forgiuing: bur to 
beloath togoto lawe, and to put it of as 
long as may be, and firſt to giue warning, 
and to offer peace, and not to doe it, but in 
matters of weight , it argucth a mercilull 
heart, and ſuch a one as is readie to forgiue, 
and ſuch a one in whome the ſpirit of God 
doth dwcll, 

Andrthus I hope T have opened this dutie 
of forgiuing, and forbearing, in ſuch ſort; as 
a Chriſtian may (ce how to praQtiſe it , with 
comfort to his conſcience, alſo without any 
prearlofſe in this world,or hurt to his cſtate, 
And thus much for the foure ſcuerall du- 
duics and degrees of Priuate Equirie, 

Now hauing opened the nature & kinds 
of Chriſtian Equitie , let ys proceede further 
mtherex: . Let your Bquitie ((aith the _ 
| ) 


of Chriſkian Equitie., "$$ 
Aillt)be Ehowne to all mien . The words ms | 
port;zthat it isur dutic, not ancly tro knowe! 
this vertue andthenatureofir, and tobeas | 
ble co taike ot it, but in all our affaires pnolike 
and priuate;and in all our dealings wih men, 
fotoputitinprattiſe,chat men may {ceit,amd 
that it may be &zowne to other tnen:andthat 
they may be able ro atouch for vs; thatonr 
dealing is vpright,cquall,and indiftcrent,toy= 
ned with equitic and moderation , andfree 
from extremitle and opprefion :this1s the 
meaning of that which we art here coman- 

' dedby the Apoſile, And the reaſon why the 
Apoſtle yrg<th vs tomake it known,is, be» 
cauſc there 15 a priuic hypocrilie 1n oft na» 
tures , whereby we ate giuen to makeſhevy 
of more then 18in- vs, Againſt which viee 
we doe trucly labour, when we labourto 
make our verrues manifeſt and Knowne to 
the world,charſo the tree may be knowne 
by his fruites;he is a holy and teligious man, 
not who knoweth; and cantalke well;but 
be whole religion. and holinefle is knowne - 
inthe world,and ſcene of men:he is a merci= 
full man,of whole mercie men doc taſte: So 


” 
© — —_— — — << — WW E - w—— ——— _ 
: I 
. $ 7 . 
= : 
> 


ATreatiſe © 
| heisan cqual & vprightma,whoſeEquiticis 
felr,8: found by thE who deale with him. Let 
| therefore ouraRions with men, teſtifie the 
| vertucsofour heart,thatmeE who liue with 
vs,and deale with vs, maybe ablc to ſay for 
vs,that we arc poſſc{ſed with thoſe vertues; 
for this is to be truly good,not when a man 
78 canſpeake well, or tell of his owne goodnes, 
= when other men ſec it,feele it,and ſpeake 
| ofir. 

Hitherto ofthe meaning of the words. 
Nowerthat which was Pauls cxhorration 
tothe Philippians, ſhall be mine to all rruc 
Chriſtians: Let your equitie be knowne to all 
men.Y ou hauc learncd what it is,and howe 
i isto be praftiſed: it nowe remaines, that 
we coment not our ſclues, with the bare 
knowledge,but rake notice of it,as of a do- 
Qrine belonging to vs, and put it in praftiſe 
all our dealings, publike and priate, yea and 
make it manifeſt to rhe conſciences of all 
men-good and bad:ſo that cucry man, with 
whome wedeal taſte and fecle of our 
cquitic,and be ableroteſtific of vs, that equi» 
- >. Ge 
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| 66 


Chriftlan Equitic, G6 || 
doezweare Chriſtiansnot inname,andpro» |} 
feſsion onely;bur in deed and truth. | 
And to perſwade vs all to this holy duty, || 
ler vs vſcſornie kewe teaſons to inforce itzand || 
amongſt all the reaſons that might be 
brought,thete is none better, then this here | 
vſcdin the text(The Lord's at hand) \ 

But before we come to ſpeake of it; Jet vs || 
confider of one other , which doth moſt na- || 
torally' enforce this exhorration t and it is | 
this. | 
God ſheweth meſt admirable Equitie and | 


tnoderation towards vs,cherefore _ we 


fo ſhew it,onetowards another:Icis the teas 
ſon ofthe holy Ghoſt , Be yee wereifull, as 
your heanenly father is merciful, WW onder- 
full is the moderation, that God ſheweth ro 
than,& it appears eſpecially in foure things, 
whercoftrwobelong to all men, and the oe 
ther rwo concetne his Church. 

| Thefirſt Atian of God, wherein he ſhes 
weth great moderation rowards all men,is 
this. Alawewaggiuento our firſt parents, 
Exte not of thi1 tree, if you abt, you dte fot itt 
ES Fitz. body and 
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| ſoule.Butthey ateand ſo brake the laweand 
| thereby did yndergoc the penaltic annexed; 
| by force and yertuc whereof; they ſhould 
-- haucdied preſently,the death» both of bodic 
' and foulc,andthis had becne no-Extremitie 
butTuſtice , for this was duc ynto themby 
the Tuſtice of that Jawe , which was giucn 
them. But nowe, bchold Gods Equiticand 
moderation of the Inſtice of thatlawe; he 
ſtrooke ther not preſently, as the tenour of 
the lawe, and-their deſert required -nenher 
with the firſt nor (ccond death, but deferres 
the full exccution , laying vpon then (for 
thepreſent)aleſſe puniſhment, namely afub- 
ietionto the firſt death , and-aguiltineſle of 
the ſecond;rhat is, of damnation. Beholde. a 
marucilous mitigation:by the tenour of that 
law,their bodies and ſoulcs ſhould both haute 
preſepily dicd, and beene caſt into hell,but 
God in metcic ſuſpendsand deferres the cx- 
ccutien of it,and onely ſtrikes Adams body 
with mortalitic,whereby he was ſubic& to 
the firſt death, and his ſoule with guikineſſe, 
whereby he. was ſubic& to the. ſecond 


dextiby which mitigation Sn ts 
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thatas Adambyhis repentance, afterward | 
quite eſcaped rhefecond death, fo heraſted . 
not ofthe farſt death till nine hundred yeares 
after. If a priſoner counts it a mercitull fa- 
uour of the Prince,or the Tudge, when after 
his iudgementtodie, heis repriued but one | 
yeare, then what a mercifull mitigation was |! 
this in God , to repriue our firſt parents |} 
for ſo many hundred yearcs? This was the 
firſt action of Gods mercic roman, and this 
concernes all mankinde generally bureſpeci- 
ally Adam and Eve. "al 

Butthe ſ<cond docth morencerely con- 
cerne all men, So ſoone.as man commits 
any (inne ; cucn then is ke guiltic of crernall 
darnnation,becauſc he hath broken the law: 
for the curſe ofthe lawe, is nor onely a guilti- 
nefſe, bura ſubicion to the wrath of god, 
preſentlyto be inflited vpon the ſinne com- 
mitted, without any tntermilsion: fo that fo 
oft as a man ſmncth,ſoofr doth he deſeruetg 
beplanged ſoule andbody into hel,withour 
becing ſpared one houre, If therefore the 
Lord did caſttenthoufand into hell in one 
houre he did but Tuſtice, for ſorhelawere- 
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iretb;but ſee the mercifull moderation of 
Lordithogh we delerye euery houre to 
becaſt into hell, yer iscucry houre and mi. 
nute of aur lines, tull of the mercie and mos 
deration of the Lord : ſo 2s though our 
ſinnescric for damnationprelenily, yex God 
ſRtaieth his hand, and docth not cxccute the 
ſentence of damnation ypon the fiancr, in- 
ſtantly after his finne, no not in one of ten 
thouſand , but ſpareth cucry man many 
yeares, ſorne more, ſome lefle, but all more 
then their finnes deſcrue, or the lawe xequi- 
reth. We often reade,, and alwaics finde, 
that God hcares the cric of ſinners : but we 
(cldome _tcade , that God hcares the- cric 
of ſinne, for it he alwaics heard 1t, when fin 
cries for vengeance to him , he ſhould turpe 
vsall into hell 10 one houreghis is a wonder- 
fullpaticnce and moderation in God, and 
yet behold agreater, 

For whereas we by ovr {innes, doe cucry 
boure plunge our fclues juro hell, as anzan 
that. violcuuly caſtes himſcltc into a gaping 
gulfe:lee Gods wondcrtull mercie, we thrult 
Quy ſclucsin,and be purs vs backs: be ſlaierh 
V5 
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lowe his repentance ; for the law cando no- 


thing byt this ; cicher 


vs with his own hand: and ſo keepes vs out. 
See what a ſea of mercics the Lord doth 
power vpon man: for how can that but be 
an infinite ſea of mercies , which is ſhewed 
to ſo many thouſands of men, ſo many thou- 
land times inone houte. If his metcic did 
not moderate the extretnitic of his lawe, 


there ſhould not be one man left vpon earth, 


but all in one hourecaſt into hell ; but God 
ſtaicth his Iuſtice , and ſtaicth his lawe, yea 
ſtayeth vs, who our (clues would cxccute 
thelaw ypon our ſclucs and ſo'caſt our (clues 
inco hell, hee&eepes vs out and giucs vato Vs 
alongertimetorepent, And this is true in 
all men; ro ſore, he giues longer, to ſome 
ſhorter, but to cucry one ſome, where as the 
law giues not one houre to any man, nay the 
law is ſo far from'giuing time to{repent, that 
it admits no repentance at all, no though a 
man ſhould ſinne but once,and inſtantly after 
that one ſinne, humble himſclle in repentace 
and crauc fogiuencs, the law will not accept 
himto fauour, nor ycild forgiucnes » nor al- 
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him chat fulfills ir, or condemne and- 
{| himtbat breakes1t, further thenthyst 
. byitfelfegocth nor. 
Iristhe golpeil which commandeth vs» & 
| xcacherhvsobelecuc and repent; and tothe 
Goſpell are- we bcholding for accepting 
our repentance, which the law would ncucer 
doe: which indcede is fo farre from accep- 
ting repentance , as it neucr intendeth norais 
meth at repentance direMly io it ſclte; and 
therefore 1a it (ele, it is worthily called che 
miniſterie of | condemmation, 30 h en bchold 
a molt ſtraight law, and a oſt mercifull 
Gad: ſaſtraighta lawafaf that mercy were 
nor). would ncuer gjuc vsonehoure tore. 
pentin,nor receiue ysto fauour though ve 
repented preſently , bur preſently vpon, our 
ſione caſt vs into hell. O therefore tait and 
(ce how good and gratious the Lord i5: the 
law cannot hauc tisexrremine,, nor the de- 
will his willvpoa vs, whois the Jaylr ofthe 
law; and is malitious thoughthc law be tuſt 
and ſo bytheexiremurte of the Juſtice ofehe 
one; & rhe extremitic of the malliceof the 0- 


[ Yrk no man ſhould huc one houte in the 
world, 


world, were irnotfor the wonderfull mer- | 
eic and mitigation of God, who contrary : 
tothe courſe ofthe law, both accepteth men '} 
when they repent , and giuesalſo timeto res | 
pers, and thus bath God done, asinthebe< | 
ginning with Adam , ſoinall ages : Tothe || 
old world, after many preachers ſent ; and | 
many hundred yeares patience , and many || 
thoulands of f(innes ripe for vengeance, yee || 
Godgiucs 120.yeares more : O how many 
millions of {ines did they commir againſt 
him inthat time? and yet had they repeated 
atthe laſt »they had becae ſaucd, bur'all was |} 
m yaine,and therefore in the end God ſenta | 
flood,and {wept them all away, Eucnſoand | 
more patiently hath God ſuffered vsinthele- |} 
lattor daics. Bur how comes itto paſſe thenj | 
will ſome ſay, that we hauc notaflood ag || 
well as they? Surely becaulc his mercie was | 
great toth:m, but wonderfull toys, wears | 
azcuill as they , yea if we iudgearighr, and | 
conſider ducly all circumitances, oar finnes 
are farre more,yea farre more hainousthen 
theirs were:ſo that we deſeruc a flood tenne | 


times mare then they did ,andif God deals 


q 1 


bur 
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 butiuſtly with vs, where he brought one 
| yponthem, he ſhould bring and hundred on 
{/ vsandif Iuſtice bare the ſway, (be ſhould vs 
| ſweepe away,one generation after another, 
| with a continuallflood. But marke the mo. 
| derationof God, more to vythen tothem, 
|| whodeſcrue worſe then they . He gave vs 
{| notan hundred and ewentic, but many hun- 
[| dreth yearcs,and bringsno fleods of Iudge- 
| ments, but ſpares vs ſrom yeareto yeare, and 
l: 

| 


fromage to age, that ſo, we may either re. 
| | peat and eſcape hell : or when our time is- 
I come,drownc our (clues in damnation, and 

# be the principall cauſe of our owne de 
I! firuftion. 

| Ir maynot vnfitly benotcd in thisplace, 
| | tharſomctime God may be ſaid to caſt ama 


# intohell,and ſometime man himſelfe . God 
| throwes a man into hell - when for ſome 
E monſtrous and cemagious ſinne, he takes a- 


a wicked man in the midſt of his wic- 


| by ſome ſaddaine Iudgement,and 
# foſendshimto hel.Buta man plungeth him 
'* fefeintohell, when God giucs himlcaueto 

libertie and rime to repent, but he 
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continueth carelcſly in his ſinnes till he dis, 
and ſo caſteth himſclte violently into dame | 
nation. Nowe ſuch is the mercifull modera- | 


| 


T, tion of God: that for one man whome he | 
D+ caſts into hell (as he did Tudas preſently vpon 
n, his ſianc)a hundred wicked men caſt them- | 


vs ſclucs into hell,abuſing that time and liber- | 
Ne tie which he gaue them to repeut in, and (o | 
C- bringiag vpoathemſclucs {wift damnation. | 
d Let cuery man therefore cuery day of his 

C- like, when he conſidereth the thouſands of | 
is | * finnes thatarecommitted that day,and ſeeth 


d no flood of watcr, fire nor brimſtane ta 
Co come vpon vs,let him wonder at gods mer- | 
cic, and ſay with the Prophet,1t 7s the Loyal | 
rercie that we are not conſumed, Further. 
more, this moderation of God to all men, | 
hata another branch. Euery watis 1!] conſci» | 
ence is to him like the fire of hell, and doubt» | 
lef{s che torment of conſcience, isa part of || 
the very reall torment of hell: now if cuery 
man had bur Tuſtice,he ſhould feele preſently | 
after eucry linne, the very torment of hell, 
namely the ſting and torment ofa guikie ac» | 
culing conſicace:but ſeethe mercie& moe 
 deration | 
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| pang(as it were)when he hath ſtaned,but the 
| raging furie ofthe conſcience, (yhich isthe 


| deratiotiof God, beinflifs irnot preſendy: 
| buronely giues the ſiunera pricke, or alittle” 


greateſt hell thar is vpon carth) he deferres 


tillthe houre of death,or the day of Iudge- 


meant. VVhen therefore thou halt done cuill, 


} and feele(t aprickein thy conſcience, and a 
| cheeke.but no more , remember that cucn 
{ then, if God did not moderace his Tuſtice, 
| thouſhouldelt feels the extreame horrour 
f ofthyconſcicace,which would onucrwhelm 
E theeasa burden, which is to heauic for thee 

| tobcare.” 
# © Thusthen we ſee the marucilaus mercy 


of God:wicked men arc his \worne enewics, 
for finne is that which offends him aboue all 
| things inthe world, yet ſo great is his mercy, 

and ſolarge is his moderation, thatcuen his 


8 cnctnics taſt of it cuery day and hourc. 


- Thus much of Gods Equitic and modera- 


& tion toall men. | 


- "Now ſecondly,his moderate 8 mild dea- 
ling of the Lord, is more ſpeciall to his 
Church and chldren-:andrhatallo beg 
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:felle in two aios.Firſt of al, Tuſtice requirerh 
that eucry mi ſhould pay bis debt: 8 comon 
realontells vs,that words & promiſes cannot 
paſſe for paiment, but duc debt muſt be fatif- 
fied. Now cuery Chriſtianman is in agreat 
debt to God : that dcbr-is obedience to his 
lawe, for Chriſt came to ſauc vs from the ti» 
gour ofthe lawe, notto free vs from-obedt 
-encetorit ; but how doc we paythat debt? 6+ 
1ien as he doth, who owcth ten thouſand 
pounds, andcraticihto pay it by a penny a 
yeare, for ſo we owing perteQ abedience in 
thought,word,and deed, and alſo puritic of 
nature; the root ot all : we{T meanerthe beſt 
& holicſt me ot all) bauc nothing torederto 
God; but a tewe good deliresand grones of = 
the heart, and aſecly poore endeavour : all 
which is vato that which the lavy requireth, 
Ike vnto one penny totenthouſand pound. 
Yetbcholdthe mercic of God andhis com- 
palliontohischildren :theſe our deſires, and 
that ourindeauour comming fromthetruth 
' of qurhearts, doth he accepy tor perfeQ pay- 
- tneit, and that man who: bath an. hearr-fea- 


ting God, and acare anddelireto pleaſe god 
un 
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In all things, and im his place and calling e1: 
deuourcth it accordinglyzis the man, whore 
| Godloues, and embraceth in the armes of 

bis mercie, though he be far fro that, which 
| Indcbrand dutic he oweth to God. Thus 

doth God reſtific of himſelfe in Malachie : / 

will ſpare you, een as 4 father ſpareth his 

owne ſonne that ſervueth hrm , Now wee 
knowe thercisno ſparing, nor forbearance 
like vatothar. A father bids his litcle fonne 
do this or that, which is farre- aboue his 
ſtrenorh, the child not cofidering the difficul- 
tie,butlooking only ar his dutic,anddefiring 
not only to pleaſe his father,gocth abont it, 
and doth his beſt, and yer whew all is done, 
he can do nothing to it at all : now the father 
reioyceth in this willing obedicnce of his 
ſonne,and approoneth in his child the will 
and indeantour, though he cannor'doe the 
thing he bids him . Euen ſo doeth the Lord 
fpare his children ; he commanndeth vsto 
keepe his lawe , and it is no morethetiour 
datic, which notwithſtanding of our felucs 
wecan doeno more, then alinlechild isable 


tocarric amilſtone: yer if 


(| 
| 
| 


ſ 
'N 


{ yye willingly goe; 
when 


. 
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when God commannds vs, and doe our in- 
deauour-and all we can,and grone vnder the 
burden and defireto doe more, this our dey 
fire and indeauour,procceding from faith,& 
troma ſon-hke willingneſſe , doth the 
accept for the perfeR deede. This is 

eration, but great and wonderfull; For 
whereas we owe perte& obedience, and he 
might iuſtlychallenge it - and for want of it, 
make yspay it with foulc and all, he isis c6- 


tent to take a will , a defire and indeauour, 
whichis all we can,and is in cfkc& nothing 
atall . In this world, that man would be ex- 
tolled for his mercie , who will eake of his 
debtcr a penny a weeke » who oweth him 
100.pound:or that takes all he can pay and 
accepts his good minde forthe reſt:Oh then 
bowe mercitull is our God, who for ſo great 
offences,and ſo huge a debt, as ours is to his 
Maicſtic, is content to acceptof our indea» 
uour, and heartie deftre2the heart 8 rongue 
of man cannot ſufficiently magnific ſo great 
amercic. Thus much for the firſt. 

ine the mercic and moderation of 
God towards his cluldren appeares thus. 

There | 


- ag Z m 


Therei is not the beſt man, but he ſfinneth;Þ 
there isnert a ſfione ſo little; but in Tuſtice jr 


| them forone (tom and if bedid1o, he did bue 
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deſerneth a whole world of puniſhments, 
yea allthoſe cirrſes denounced the lawe, 


- eucnall thoſeplagues threataed, Deut.2$-all 


which in Tuſtice ſhould pucrwhelme him, 


 prefic hum downe, 8 cruſhhim to nothing. 
U - Burbchould.the mercifull moderation of 


God;heiscomentto lay nv more ctoffesorr 


f/- his children, then by bis owne grace, (which 
' bealfoginesthem) they ſhall be able'to' vn- 


dergoe;-and inthe cnd ro ouercome alſo. 
When his children finne, (as when do they 
not? )dotlyhe puniſh them accordingrto the 
proportion of their ſinne7n0 : for then” all 
the curſes of his lawe ſhould be heaped on 


Iuſtice :nay he deales ſo with thern, as it is 
not to be called a puniſhment at all, bat ra- 
thera chaſtiſercat : fora puniſhment muſt 
be in ſore fort, proportionable to the of- 
fence; bat that which he hicth on his chile 
dren,isnothing at altro therc ſine: and ther« 
foren isno puniſhment properly, bur {as-ir 
_ the chaſtilcmcnt or correion 3708 
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fachier; to teach his ſonne his dutic, abdrores | 
forme him, and bring hith home from bis || 
cuill waies: and therefore tjot in the rigout | 
of a Iudge, bit inthcloue and wildome of a | 
facher, be fit conſdereths what we arc able: | 
to beare: and then laiech vo more on vsthen | 
wemay well beate: and which ismoſt wan-. || 
derfull of ally be giues vs Rreugrh to beare. |! 
them, To this ende ſpeakes the Apollle to 
the Corinthians, t. Cor: 10. There hath mg. |! 
temptation taken you , but that which befalls | 
the nature of mar. VV herby he imports thus | 
much, charthere arc temptations, and crofles | 
in{Gods lirſtice duie for ſhone , and whichhe | 
—_ ore xeadie ar his plealure, which are | 
ſo gecat, ſohealtic;and (0 xk as the n4- 
ture of may tonld not poſuibly beare them but 
ſhould ſinke yoder es periſh, as did 
Cain and Iudas,and fuch bke, — theſe - | 
ancuill conſcience is one; which is fo intolle, 
table, as the wile-man {arch Prou. 14. 18. 4 | 
wounded (piri# ,mbo can beare it? But the | 
croflochke laieth.on biscbildreo arc alwaics 
luch , asthey beare with comfort for atime, 
andatlat withioy 20 ther. A 
4 mole. 
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notable example hercof we hane in Salts 
mon, of whome God ſaith to Dauid, If be 
frnne, 1 wilichattiſe him with the rowdof men: 
as if he ſhold haue ſaid, I could io my iuſtice, 
for Salomons great fines, beare him with 
| ſcorpions, and bring him to nothing , by my 
| heauic hand, but I will wheres is my 
| child;and buta man: therefore will Tay vp- 
Y onhimnomoreghenthe nature of man is a- 
| blero beare. As God deal: with his ſonne Sa« 
lomon, fo this is Gods yoice ro all his ſonnes: 
| vntoall my Church and Children, will I vie 
| fuchleniticand moderation, and in tny chaz 
| ftifing of them, Iwillſoabarcthe rigovr of 
my Iuſtice, that by my hand and rodde, they 
ſhall notbe preſſed downe , but rather raiſcd 
vwpinnew obedience, and learne thereby 10 
feare and laue me more then before. 
* Thisſhouldcyery Chriſtian man ferionl- 
|  - lyconfider of and thinke with himicltc,how 
8 much this bindes a manto deale moderately 
8 - with his brother, whenthe Lord deales fo 
moderately with him. Thou finneft, 8 God 
chaſtiſeib thee moſt mildly,and laicth nor on 
thee thethoulad parrot thele crofles, which 
2 | " 


SS 
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i Tuftice he might doe. Shall che Lord deale\; 
thus moderately with thee, tor thy many | 
and ſo great finncs, and wilt thou drale ſo | 
hardly with thy brother 5 in his fewe and | 
ſmall offences againlt thee? remember theres || 
fore in thy dealing with thy brother, this \! 
dealing-of God wth thee , ard cettainely | 
thou canſt not forget the one ,, it thou haſt | 
taltedof the other, Shew thy (elte therefore; | 
that thoit haſt beene partaker of Gods fa+ || 
uour,and thatthou halt telt in thy ſoule,the | 
fweetnelle of his mercies,by becing milde 8 ©! 
mercifull ro thy brethren: out of thatgreat 
fea of mercies, which God lets flowe ouer 
thecall thy life long, tct tall lome droppes of 
mercie on thy brother , and remernbring 
how God deales with thee, deale not thou 
withthy brother alwaics ſo hardly , nor fo 
ſtraitly, as thou maicſt, or he deferues. Lee 
thele foure merciful ations of god towards 
thee,be foure Rrong bonds,totiethee tothe 
obedicnce of thisduniczo be milde aud mers 
' cifull to thy brethren , remembring cuery 
day how moderately God deales with thee, 


andhowc farce from that cxtremitic, which 
"Re IRE + - thou 


'thou deſerueſt. And ro mooue ys hereutita, 
let euery man bewell aſſured; that themore 
he llath raſteg of Gods mercie,the more ſhall 
' men taſte of his mercic; and themore finnes 
| thata man hath forgiuen himat gods hands, 
' the more will he remit and. forge .i in his 
brotherzand the more he feeles in his owne 


8! foule Godslonc and mercic to him,and the 


\ more neere he 'is to God by his faith and re 

pentance , the more carcfull will he be, to 

| dealegently with his brethren: and the rea+ 
fons hercof are thelc. 

{/ - Firſt,God forgincth not a man hisfaults 

[/ buryponcondition, that he ſhall forgiue his 


|| brother,God is not mercifull roaman , but 
' yponcodition he ſballbe ſo ro all-men with 


[| whomchedcales, Secondly, the mercie of 


God 10vs, 1n forgiuing our fmnes, is not 
made knowneto the world by any meancs 
more,then this-when a man 1s not hard and 
exireame,but cquall and mercifull-in his dea» 
ling with-men. VV hcreupon: therefore ir 
nw Jhpoarty that the further a man is from 
God, and the lefſe that be hath fclr of Gods 
res: him , the lefle moderation- will-he 

| periorme 
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performe to} his brother . Let euery man! 
then be aſhamed,by theſe his cxtreame cour- | 
ſes with bis brethren, fo make it known to 
the world, that he is an Impenitent inner, 
himſclfe ynreconciled tro God, and his (innes | 
yppardoned:and let no man thinke he ſhall |: 
eſcapethatcenſure , if he be an vnmerciiull || 
manzfor ccer#ainely it is imprinted in mens | 
dealings , whether they be in Gods fauour, || 
and their finncs are pardoned, orno. Let 
thercfore eucry man, when.hisowne croo» || 
ked nature,or the deuill makes him boyle a» 
gaioſt his brother in anger, and vrgeth hum 
to vic him hardly and extreamely, conſider 
with himſclfe,and (ay;I live vuder Ged, Iam 
more in Gods hand,then this man in mine: I 
hauc offended God more,then he me : and if 
I had my defert,l had now beene in hell for 
my linnes:but yer Iliuc, and by his merciel 
amfſparcd , and am here ſtill. But hath God 
{pared me,that I ſhould pinch othershath 
he beene mercifuil tro me , thar I ſhould be 
cruell to others? ſurcly therefore I will be 


mercifull and moderate ro my brethren, 
morethen they deſerue, leaſt God take his 


{| mercy from mc:and then what ſhall become 
of me,but to be throwne ſuddainly into hell, 


; 
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which I deſcruedlong agoe : nay I will by 


| my cquitie- and magderation towards my 


| brethren , mooue the Lordro be ſtill more 
| mercifull tome,withour which his mercie,l 


cannot hue one day inthe world. 
Hiuhcrioof the Exhortatipn of the Apoe 


Ale, and ot the great moderation of God to 


man. 

Now followeth the Apoſtles reaſon, he 
Lord is at band, Theſe wordes beare two 
{cnſes, or meanings. The firſt, of the laſt 
mdgernent : the ſecond, of Gods preſence. 
The fu$ ,isthustramed, if the holy GFoſt 
meant of the |aſt tndgement: Be you equal 
and moderat® one rowardes an other, tor 
God 1s readie in his great and generall iudg- 
ment,ro iudge all men, and then happicishe 
that findes not Tuſtice , but taſts of mercie: 
and who ſhall caſt of mrcie then, but he that 
ſhewed mercie inthis world? Putit fecond- 
iy , the holy Ghoſt meant of Gods preſcnce, 
then is che argument framed thus: God 1s 
preſet with cuery many andatcuery ation, 
| Wh 
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| to teſtific and tudge of it, andcither to ap» 
prooue it andreward it, if it be vptight, &+| 
quall, and merciful]: or to corre&tand puniſh 
it, if it be exttcamc,and void of equitic:there» 
fore {ct your equitic be kyouune to all men. | 
Both (enſcs are good , but we will cleaue vn- 
tothe latter, Jris then all one, as if the koly | 
Ghoſt had ſaid; Vſe cquitic and moderation | 
"4 in your dealings, and remember whois at | 
your clbow, ſtands by and Jookes on , readie | 
to 11dge youtor it. | 
Surely there can be no better reaſon then | 
this,if ir be {cried in a mans heart: for atheele, | 
or acut-purſe, it he ſaw the Iudge tad at bis 
elbow, and looked vpon him, he would not | 
doe cuill, he wonld ſtay his hand, cucn be- 
cauſc he ſecth that the Iudge ſeerh him,who 
can preſcntly hang kim. A ſtrong reaſon 
with men , and it keepcs cuch bad men from 
leud praftiſes. Conſider therefore whenthe 
Iudge of Iudges , the Lord of heauerr and 
earth, ſtands by and (ccth, and markes all thy 
ations, whether they be towards thy bra» 
ther , as hisis towards thee. This ought to 
make the greateſt man on carth, feare howe 


F4 he 
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hedeales cryelly ot hardly with his brother. 
Bur worldly men will not be perſwaded of 
this, but when they are laying thejr plots to 
deceiuethetr brother,and when by ininltice, 
and extremitie, they pingh and wring him, 
| they thinke ug their hearrs, God feerh chern 
| not, nor doc they cucr thinke of God, bur 
labour” that God may be opt of all theis 
thoughts. This js the cauſe of all {ine in the 
| world: for thence is it that mens hcartsare 
I! hardned, and that they care nor haw' cy- 

| tremely they acale with men , beeaule they 
| thinke God (cath them not, nor wilcal thern 
co account for it, and doc with them as they 
| have dane with their brother. Henee comes 
alliniuſtice, crucitie, extremine , fits in law 
for trifles, taking forfaitures of Teafrs, and of 
bonds, and takiog all adyantages. Hence 
comes it, that one mar) will nor (pare an a- 
ther one day, nor forgizye one fauit, nar 
paſſe by any infirmicie , ror pus vathe leaſt 
iniurig nor yeelde one inch trom hjs tight; 
bur it his brother off:ad neucr ſa linle, vpon 
neuet ſo apparcnt weaknes , he ſhall heaxe of 
i on both fades, as they lay : andif he deſerye 
, 
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M1, he ſhall haue his deſerts to the full. Thug: 
heartsarc hatdened\, aftcQtions arceimmode-' | 
rate, bowells of compalsion are ſhut vp,loue - 
and pitic are baniſhed » and in their roomes 
raigne crueltic, and iniuſtice. Moderation | 
dwells in corners, but cxrremitie 1s that, 
which beares (way ouer all the world: whar+ 
is the cauſe of all this? Surely, firſt, becauſe | 
men are vnſanctified,aod hauc not repented_ | 
oftheir lines, &ſo they feele not, that God | 
is moderate,and mercitull ro them. Second- | 
ly,chev perſwade not themſclues, tharGod | 
ſceth them; therefore againſt this blaſphe- | 
mous thought the roote of all cuill,and cauſe 
of all fnne,armethy {clfe with thisreaſon of | 
the Apolile, and reſoluc of tt, that this isthe | 
eternall trueth ot God , and ſhall Nand for e- 
ucr. The Lord i5 at band: and {cath and ob- 
(cracth thee, &ali thy doings, Therefore as 
thou wilt eſcape his mighie and ſearcfull | 
hand, ſeaſon thy doings and dealings with | 
moderation;and it thou hadft noo cicience,, 
nor na mercie inthee,yer be mercifullremp- = 
bring who {ceth thee;and deale moderately 
and cqually in the fight and prefence A 
mo 


moderate,fo milde, and ſo mercifull a- God: 
ſomercifull a rewarder of him that dealcs 
moderately, and ſo powerfull a reuenger of 
him thar deales hardly,and extreamely with, 
his brother. Ler vs theo ende with the Apo- 
{ ſileas webegan: Let your £quitie avd AMo-. 
| akration be knoawne to all men, for Godis at 
Land 
And thus much out of Gods word, of 
| Publike and Private Equitic: wherein I bauc 
not ſpoken all I might , but giucn occaſion 
to others,to enter into further conſideration 
thercot. 


Trin-yniDeo gloria, 


